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CONSIDERATIONS . 
1-50 35 80 ON THE 
CONQUEST. or + TANJORE, 
St 45 7 F GE 
RESTORATION or Txt RAJAH, &c. 
1 E late commotions at Nies have giren "riſe" to many 
publications; ſome very voluminous, others more pointed 
and conciſe; various in the arguments they contain, but too ſimilar 
perhaps in their general ſtyle and character. For with due deference 


it muſt be obſerved, that their import is rather too perſonal. Moſt 
of them are profeſſedly intended to vindicate, or arraign the private 
motives of the contending parties, inſtead of candidly examining 


travagance both of praiſe and cenſure. The | firſt has been too 
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to the {kill and ability with which ſome of them have been written, 


the public merits of this great ſubject. In this conſideration alone 
the Public are concerned, as it effentially involves the imovet of the 
nation; eſpecially in the preſent conjuncture of affairs. 

The zeal of the ſeveral advocates has impelled them to an TOE *s 
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1 Os, 

- laviſhly beſtowed; the laſt has been too ſeverely inflicted. We wiſh 
to ſoften theſe intemperate colourings, and to reduce them to the 
ſober medium of truth, by juſtly eſtimating the conduct of the par- 
ties concerned, as far as it relates to, the public buſineſs ; - and 
we begin with the more agreeable part of the taſk, by correcting 
many of the aſperſions that have been caft on ſome great and re- 
ſpectable characters. The Eaſt India Directors have been indiſcri- 


minately repreſented ignorant, arbitrary, and unjuſt; the Nabob, 


reſtleſs and ambitious ; and the late Lord Pigot, a man totally de- 
void of merit. We have pleafure in being able to qualify ſuch 
ſtrong aſſertions; and to ſhow that, though in the great matters un- 
der diſcuffion, all theſe principal parties may not always have acted 
right, yet they can reſpectively claim a confiderable ſhare of praiſe. 
Nay, we may venture to add, that the Proprietors and the Public 
have at no time had any folid ground of complaint againſt the Nabob 
of Arcot, nor, until the year 1775, againſt either the Directors or 
Lord Pigot. This. we ſhall attempt to prove, by a candid and brief 
repreſentation of their conduct to that period; and then proceed to 
examine the cauſes productive of the conqueſt of Tanjore, ang the 
Propriety of wreſting that country from the Nabob. 3] 

If our poor abilities ſhould prove in any degree nt 66 hed. an 
933 we truſt, that the Public will have this important ſub- 
ject before them in a connected ſtate, and fair point of view. Whence 
they will be competent to judge what meaſures ought to be adopted, 
n 4b honour, 2 intereſt of che nation, as of the Eaſt la- 
Er rens f ma eee the 8 and re. 
tionable rights of Mahomed Ali Cawn, we ſhall begin at the 
eearlieſt date of our connexion with him; when, on the death of his. 


flather An' war- alean Khan] he fled to Tritchinopoly, and received 


2 err effectual and critical ſuccour n the Company's forces. 
3 „ From 


f-&4 


From that. period [1949] commenced. our alliance. with Maho- 
med Ali Cawn, founded on mutual intereſt, and on mutual ſafety. 
For it is certain, that the exiſtence of the Company on the coaſt of 


Coromandel, reſted on his being ſupported againſt his enemies; and 


the lives and fortunes. of Mahomed Ali and his family depended 
on the Company's protection. The Company therefore. ſtood forth 

his auxiliaries; the French were the avowed fupporters of Chunda 
Saheb. Such being the cemented union with Mahomed Ali, we 


ſhall be ſpared the hiſtorical detail of thoſe events which finally eſta- 
bliſhed him in full poſſeſſion of his rights, and completed the ruin 


of his enemy. It may be ſufficient to obſerve, that the Company 
rendered thoſe important ſervices to the Nabob at the expence of 
much blood and treaſure, and at the hazard of their eſſential intereſts; 


and as an effectual mark of their ſincere attachment, they obtained a 


ſolemn ratification of his rights, and guarantee of his poſſeſſions bj 
the definitive treaty of Paris. This unexampled ſeries of friendſhip 


and protection never had an interruption till 177 5 the . of Lord 


8 TOE s unfortunate miſſion to India. 


| any s Per} TY 


This being a faithful ſketch of the 'or 


the Nabob, we hope it will warrant us in aſcribing to the Eaſt Indie f 


Directors a conſiderable ſhare of merit antecedently to that period. 


In our next conſideration, whether the Nabob has made adequate 85 


returns for ſuch material ſervices, the importance of the ſubject re- 


quires us to examine it more particularly. To do it juſtice therefore, 


© we ſhall proce .the following detail of Ss I 


In x7 5% The Nabob gave the. Company certain diſtri, amount- F, 


Ang in value to 42:3 86 pagodas, or 16,9541. per annum. 
| 1757: When Colonel Clive embarked from Madras to retake 


„ in that memorable hour of the NAA“ 's deep 


. 


— 


8 
* * 


| 
| 
22 
4 
1] 
1 
| 

| 
1 
| 


(4) 

diſtreſs z the Nabob munificently contriburgs: 150,000T, to- 
wards defraying the expence of that expedition 
On a mere private intimation, that the 3 of 
woollen manufactures was a national benefit, the Nabob 
from that time requeſted the Company to ſupply him 
annually with * n eh en for the 1 RS 
of his whole army. = 


FRY The Nabob of his own free will | defired tee the hole 


expence of the ſieges of Madras and Pondicherry might 
be charged to his account, amounting to about 400, ooo l.“ 


1763. The Nabob granted i in perpetuity to the Company a tract 


This he did in 


of country extending fifty miles weſt, and as many north 
and ſouth of Madras, containing more than ſix hundred 
villages, and abounding in manufactures, the yearly in- 
eome of n amounts to OT n ese or 
146,425 l. 21111 888 

The Nabob . to * the expence of ten 8 
Sepoys, ſubject to the ſole command of the Company. 
0 dition to a former conceſſion, that all his 


N principal forts mould be garriſoned by the Company's 


— A AR 8 1 * 4 W —ͤ— — 5 * on at 
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troops (as Tritchinopoly had been from 1750) at his own. 
colt. The accumulated charge of - theſe generous. and 
| confidential acts amounts to near 400,000 pagodas a year. 


7 He built a palace at Chepauk, immediately contiguous to 


g r 4 
Nec nn * . 
„„ ee 


— — . ͤ— ũ— 


e W 
Zee 


Madras, wherein he has depoſited his treaſures, and con- 
tinues to refide with his wives and children; exhibiting 
thereby to the country powers a deciſive proof of his 


| 85 . affection for the . and of his n in r 


| friendſhip, 


* la bis yur (4763) v. vad all onde o the ou dunn Male 


1771. 


3 

221755 He agreed to pay ten lacks of pagodas, or or 400, 000 . 
about two-thirds of our expence incurred in the Myſore 

war of 1768; although that war did not originate with © 
him, and though in its confequences his country had been 
ravaged, his reputation diſgraced, and his own loſſes * 
amounted to near half a million ſterling. 

1773. On the conqueſt of Tanjore, beſides a very conſiderable 

largeſs to the army, he readily conſented to pay the 

Company ten lacks of pagodas, or 400, O00 J. * * : 


| Such bake the incontrovertible ſtate of facts, the SS - the 
Nabob towards the Company from. the year 1749 to 1773, on a 
ſummary view, will appear as follows :—He permitted. all his prin- 
cipal fortreſſes to be garriſoned by their troops, whom. he main-- 
tained at his own coſt. He paid near half their army; the con- 
trolling power and authority were theirs, the expence alone remained 
to him. Nor was his confidence in their. friendſhip leſs conſpi- 
cuous than his liberality in adminiſtering to their neceſſities ; to 
relieve which, and in ſupport of theig intereſts, his grants to them 
4 at different periods may be eſtimated at eight millions ſterling. 

And as if his confidence in their power had increaſed in 
proportion to the generoſity with which he bad contributed to 
augment it; he committed himſelf, his family, and treaſure into 
their hands, by fixing his reſidence immediately under the guns of 
Madras. A ſyſtem of politics ſo uncommonly liberal muſt excite 
particular attention, and be contemplated with pleaſure. But when 
it ſhall be additionally conſidered, that this uniform intercourſe of 
nn e ſtood on a foundation purely confidential; that no 


geſides the dee, died acts of the Nabob's munificence to the Eaft Tndia Sa it is- 
well known, that there are ſeveral others to a very N nn en are e be · 
canſe we cannot exactly ſpecify them. 3 5 


* 


1 


N 
PP . m R 
_ a N a oy 
. | * * "OW 
4 ob 2 arts 
. 7 


th. 


FAY 


23 . 
—— 


* 


founded is unwiſe; for it would argue rather a deficiency of fame 


139): 


treaty ever r exiſted between the Nabob and the Compal to call forth 
ſuch boundleſs aſſiſtance; that no bond or ſecurity hath been re- 


-quired for the immenſe ſums advanced; that all this has proceeded 


from a pure ſpirit of reciprocal faith and attachment ; it muſt be ad- 


mitted, that hiſtory can furniſh few inſta$ices of alliance between 


two great powers ſo eminently diſintereſted and honourable. 
From admiring this happy and proſperous ſtate of our affairs on 


the coaſt of Coromandel, with what pain muſt we turn our eyes to 


the fatal year of 1775, when that pleaſing harmony between the 
Nabob and the Company, was for the firſt time interrupted by the 
precipitate meaſure of reſtoring Tanjore to the Rajah ? an event not 


more to be lamented for the melancholy and con vulſive effects 1 it Has 
produced, than for the ruinous conſequences it threatens. 


We will now take a ſhort view, as we fe os of Lord Pi igot” s 


conduct prior to 1775. 


Lord Pigot returned from India with a tba that reffected 


honour on himſelf and his employers, He had executed the office 
of Governor of Madras in delicate and dangerous ſituations, and 
acquitted himſelf with abilitq and diſtinguiſhed firmneſs. His pri- 


vate behaviour alſo had procured him much perſonal reſpect and 


attachment in India. He parted with the Nabob on terms of appa- 
tent friendſhip--and his ! in return gave bim a princely 
b memorial of his regard. 


But however happy we may be in acknowledging the real 1 


of Lord Pigot during that period, yet truth and juſtice to the eminent 
deſerts of others oblige us to animadvert on the unlimited eulo- 

giums which party-zeal and adulation have heaped upon him. A 
Writer of no deſpicable abilities, but an avowed partizan, in his 


Defence of Lord Pigot, attributes to him the ſole credit of our pro- 
ſperity and power on the coaſt! of Coromandel. Flattery ſo un- 


in 


(.9.) 


in his patron thus to n him r Whatever 
ſuch advocates may ſuggeſt, the genuine hiſtory of our wars and 
our victories on the coaſt, will ever record the memory of Lawrenee 
and of Clive. To their bravery and martial abilities, the Company 
owe their firſt ſolid eftabliſhment in that part of India. Nor can we 


in juſtice omit the praiſe due to the names of Draper, Monſon, and 


Coote, and other gallant men, whole military talents and —_— | 


5 o conſpicuouſly aſſiſted in completing our proſperity. 


The conduct of the Company, of the Nabob, and of Lord Pigor, 
r been thus briefly and impartially conſidered to the year 1775, 
the reader we hope will think us ; juſtied in having attributed to 
each a conſiderable ſhare of merit. Pleaſing would be the taſk, if we 


could continue to praiſe; but as our purpoſe is to lay before the 


public a faithful narrative of facts, truth ſhall be our only guide. 
The orders of the Company, executed by Lord Pigot and his 
council in 1775, were the immediate cauſe of our preſent misfor- 
tunes, To arrive, therefore, at the full knowledge of the ſubjeQ, 
and to do juſtice to all the parties concerned, it will be neceſſary to 
trace the motives which firſt ſuggeſted thoſe unfortunate orders. The 
true grounds of our reſearches, and from which we muſt deduce our 
arguments, are theſe:— iſt, Whether the conqueſt of Tanjore can 
be maintained on principles of juſtice and ſound policy? adly, 
Whether the governor and council were warranted by the Company 
in aſſiſting the Nabob in the conqueſt of Tanjore? And zädly, 
Whether the Company had a right OREN the. Naben of that 
| n | 
Though the vente: of SHR Was JET tet 4 PR ts 
troubles, yet candour calls upon us to judge it by its apparent mo- 
tives at the time, and not by ſubſequent events. In that light we 
muſt approve the policy of a meaſure to eſtabliſh a ſolid peace in the 
: F by ſuch a n union of nat ER to 
a mark 


(EX 

mark with preciſion the reſpective rights of the contracting parties; 
and making the Company a guarantee for their faithful adherence 
do the conditions. As far as thoſe nne ends were aunined by 
Sent certainly merits applauſe. - - - 
- The liberal conſtruction of that atearyA in eelation to the Nabob and 
pb Rajah of Tanjore; as underſtood. and ated upon by the Com- 
pany and the ſervants. in India, was this: The Rajah was conſidered 
as having always been a tributary to the Nabob of Arcot, ſo he was 
declared to continue, and his annual tribute aſcertained. In this 
character ĩt followed therefore, that whenever the peace of the Car- 
natic ſhould be diſturbed by its enemies, he ſhould furniſh his ſupe- 
rior with his quota of men, money, ſtores, and proviſions, in ſup- 
Port of the war. The Company held themſelves bound to conſider 
every attack on the Nabob's dominions as a common cauſe, and in 
all inſtances to maintain he W mnt of the pie "oo PO the ſcales 

of juſtice even. | e | 
This coalition was effected more through the influence of the 
| 8 adminiſtration, than by the inclinations either of the 
Nabob or the Rajah; and it was foreſeen, that the taſk would not 
be eaſy to preſerve. the equilibrium between the claſhing politics of a 
Muſſulman on one hand, and a Maratta * on the other. So Mr. 
Palk experienced. When he ſucceeded Lord Pigot in the govern- 
ment, numberleſs complaints crouded upon him from both fides, and 
ſome from the Nabob of a very ferious tendency ; but his cool judg- 
ment and prudence prevented every diſturbance during his govern- 
ment. Mr. Bourchier, who came after him, might have been 
- "equally ſucceſsful, if the unfortunate war, and ſtill more unfortunate 
- treaty with Hyder Ali, had not wy "OT the 1 d 

5 Tre all ares REI . . . 


* The Rajh in of « Manta race: Fa 
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By this treaty of 1 769, a new alliance was formed, to which 1 : 
Ar Hyder Ali would not accede, unleſs the Rajah of Tanjore ſhould 
be included as a party to be protected. By complying with his re- 
quiſition, and ratifying it in - favour of the Rajah, the Company 
annulled the treaty of 1762. The Nabob refuſing to ſubſcribe this 

convention with Hyder, he remained in his priſtine ſituation, con- 
72 fidering | himſelf as an ally only of the Company. | | 
The war with Hyder Ali which gave riſe to the above —_— 
.almoſt exhauſted the Company's reſources, and reduced their affairs 
to the moſt ruinous ſtate, On this hrſt emergency, after the con- 
vention of 1762, the Rajah's unfaithfulneſs to. the Company, and 
_ diſobedience. to his ſuperior, | appeared, in withholding throughout | 
that deſtructive war, the aids ſtipulated by his ſolemn cOgagements, 
and due to the Nabob from his dependent ſituation. 

We are now arrived at the intereſting period, when the firſt; n 
queſtion we propoſed to inveſtigate begins to unfold itſelf, viz. The 
juſtice and policy of our conqueſt of Tanjore. This, and the next 
conſideration, whether the Preſideney of Madras were authoriſed 


from home to aſſiſt the Nabob in ele that nnn will be * 5 


elucidated by the ſubſequent papers. 
The Company wrote to the Gund and Council of Madras, in 
| theſe words; dated the'17th of March, 1769, and received at Fort St, 
| George on the 3d of September following. e 
We obſerve with great difſatisfaQtion' the conduct of the Rajah 
of Tanjore, who forebore ſo long to join you with his horſe; and 
hen they did join you, they ſeem to have been of no manner of 
ei uſe. It is very extraordinary, that when the ſafety of the Car- 
„ natic was in danger, he ſhould have acted ſo dubious and puſilla- 
„ nimous a part. When we conſider che protection we have given 
80 that . and the ln and Mas tranquility his coun- 
5 2 2 8 66 try 


( 30) 
i 4 try has enjoyed by it, we cannot but feel the ſtrongeſt reſentment 
{ * at" his conduct. Our further ſentiments on this ſubject, and 
=_ ” powers of acting therein, are entruſted to our Select Committee.“ 
l 
; 


The Select Committee on the „ of March 1769, write as 
Wee | 
"© it appears moſt unreaſonable to us, that the Rajah of Tanjore 
* ſhould hold poſſeſſion of the moſt fruitful part of the country, — 
* which alone can ſupply our armies with ſubſiſtence, and not con- ä 
t tribute to the defence of the Carnatic, We obſerve the Nabob 
* makes very earneſt repreſentations to you on this ſubject, in his 
letter entered in the book of country correſpondence, wherein he 
takes notice, that the Zemindars of the Carnatic have been ſup- 
t ported, and their countries preſerved to them, by the operation 
e of out forces employed in this cauſe; and that nothing was more 
<&- notorious, than that three former princes of the Carnatic, had 
4 received from the Tanjore Rajab, ſeventy, eighty, nay one hun- 
« dred lacks of rupees at a time: that, to the preceding Nizam, he 
„ has paid a contribution of fifty lacks ; and the preſent, if he had 
% met with ſucceſs againſt our armies, would not have been content 
<« with leſs than a crore of rupees from this Rajah. How juſt then 
does it appear, that he ſhould be made to bear ſome part of the 
« expence'of thoſe meaſures to which he owes his ſecurity, and the 
peace of his country? We therefore enjein you to give the Nabob 
' & fuch ſupport in his pretenſions on the Rajah of Tanjore, as may be 
* effetiual; and if the Rajah refuſes to contribute a juſt proportion 
* to the expence of the war, you are then to purſue ſuch meaſures as 
« the Nabob may think —_ with the Juſtice and an 4 has . 
government. : 
Long however before the a could reach Made the treaty 
with Hyder Ali had been executed, which 0 NG Rajah as 
t * party 


4 


c a party to be protected. When the copy of this treaty” was re- 


ceived in London, - 19th November, 1769, the Company were not a 


little aſtoniſhed at the terms in which it was conceived, ſo totally Ak- 
fering from their decided ſentiments on the merits ef a Rahab, and 
the ſtate of the Carnatic. 8 


The company wrote to the Governor and Council of Madras, on 
this ſubject, in the following terms, dated 2 3d Mateli 1776, a 1 804 re- 


ceived the 1 5th of September enſuing: 


« We muſt obſerve, that when. Hyder Ali bad Cas inblled 


« that the King of Tanjore ſhould be expreſsly mentioned in the 


c6 


4 


cr 


treaty, you Judged it SY, to make it 4 matter of merit en 


3 


| . EIN 

Had you indecd head 4 the 1 of Tanjore * aſi. | 

ance you required, had he thereby drawn upon himſelf the reſent- 

| ment of the enemy, had it been difficult on the King of Tanjores 
account to have appeaſed Hyder, there might have been ſome merit 


in procuring the King of Tanjore ſafe terms in the treaty. But 


we do not conceive that Hyder has diſcovered ſo much want of 
penetration in his tranſactions with you, as to warrant a ſuppo- | 


fition that he could himſelf be impoſed upon by ſuch an artifice ; 
and his warm attachment to the King of Tanjore, manifeſted by 


ſtrenuouſly inſiſting he ſhould be included in the treaty, could 


ſcarcely be unknown to that Prince. What their ſentiments muſt 
be, of perſons whom they had reduced to the neceſſity of ear 


arts of this nature, it is not diſſicult to determine. 


„We cannot diſcern any advantage gained by this er . 
effort of your ſkill in negociation, which you make matters of ſuch . 
merit. The plain fact is, that the King of Tanjore, who if tri- 
* to the Nabob, - ought to have furniſhed his quota towards 


C 2 8 « carrying 


C1003 

0 carrying on the war, which he has not done, is ſtill ſtyled by 
you a friend to the Carnatic. And by Hyder's adherence to him 
for refuſing to aſſiſt you, he is, as we concei ve, effectually ſhel- 
- & tered, by the faith of a treaty, from being compellable to contribute 
« a ſingle rupee towards defraying the charges of the war. Our 
former orders therefore in this reſpect, relative to the King of 


2 « Tanjore, muſt be ſuſpended *, becauſe they are by your conduct 
rendered utterly impoſſible to be carried into execution, without 
* committing a breach of the treaty you have lately concluded.” 


The orders of the 17th of March 17 6g, to join the Nabob 


againſt the Rajah, which the ' extraordinary” conduct of their 
_ ſervants thus forced the Company to ** ſuſpend,” had arrived at 


Madras the 9th of September 1769. On the 1 3th of the ſame 
month, the Select Committee T record their deliberations on this 
r as follows : 28 oe 


It ſhould here be a. FRY das Diredtors, 4 prior to 1775, 8 paid a fond 8 
to N. engagements of their Governors and Councils. The Directors of 1769 /« upended their 
| juſtified orders to the Prefidency of Madras, © to give the Nabob effectual ſupport in his pre- 
«« tenſions on the Rajab,” rather than wound the faith of the Company, by infringing a treaty 
concluded with Hyder Ali. A treaty too, which they ſharply cenſured, becauſe i it ſcreened the 
Rajah from the chaſtiſement which his delinquencies deſerved, | 

The Prefidency, ia their letter of the zoth of January 1790, juſtify themſelves by en 
that the meaſure was neceſſary ; © that the ſlipulation with reſpe& to the Rajah could neither 
« be an obſtacle to the execution of the orders of the 17th of March 1769, nor ſhelter him from 
« any conſtitutional claims of the Nabob, for military ſervice or otherwiſe.” 
| Thoſe orders, however, were only /z/pended, till the matter ſhould be ſufficiently underſtood, 
or ſome new treachery in the-Rajah ſhou!d render it neceſſary to enforce them, They were not 

revoked or recalled, 2s à certain advocate has been hardy enough to aſſert, On the contrary, 
had be quoted the whole of the Directors letter on that occaſion, inſtead of having culled ſuch 
part only as ſerved the purpoſe of miſrepreſentation, it would evidently have appeared, that they 
were highly diſſatisfied with the cauſe even of that temporary ſuſpenſion. 

An attempt to torture the meaning of the word /u/pended, into that of recalled, would ſeem 
too clumſy an impoſition for ſo dextrous a writer, And it ought to e his readers with at 
leaſt ſuſpicion. of all bis other bold aſſertions. 


+ Charles Bourchier, Eſq; (Governor), Warren Haſtiogs, Eſq; - 
Jois Dopree, Eſq; ed Jolph Smith. 


hy With 


N 4 


— 


„ 


« With gerd to the demand debesperet to 5 md on the 
King of Tanjore, our ſituation at this time is ſuch, for want of 
money, that if there were no other obſtacles, that alone would 
% put it abſolutely out of our power to undertake an expedition 
« againſt him. The treaty f 1762 being before the Honourable 
© Court, conſidering alſo on the other hand the late conduct of the King 
% of Tanjore, we certainly Should not poſtpone an undertaking ſo warmly 
recommended, if it were in our power now to attempt it conſiſtently” | 
6 djib good policy 'and the ſafety of the Carnatic. But as the caſe 
« is, were the difficulty of money out of the queſtion, it would be- 
come a point of ſerious confi deration, whether an attempt upon 
„ Tanjore might not again involve us in a war with Hyder Ali, as 
„ the Rajah tis expreſily included in the treaty lately made with 
« Hyder Ali Cawn. It is moſt probable that be apprehended he 
„ ſhould be called to an account for not having furniſhed the troops 
« demanded, and therefore prevailed on Hyder Ali, in confideration of 
« the money he paid, to infift' on his being included in the treaty. 
© This was a matter ſtrongly conteſted with Hyder Ali; and when 
« we found he would not give up the King of Tanjore, unleſs we 
<4 gave up Morarirow, it was thought moſt adviſable that he ſhould 
« be included as a friend and ally to the Carnatic, to avoid the dis- 


grace of its appearing. to have been a point carried by Hyder Ali, 


* in favour of the King of Tanjore, contrary. to our inclination. 
« Upon theſe conſiderations, however guſt our complaints of the 
« Rajah's duplicity in the late war; however unreaſonable i may be 
« that he ſhould enjoy the benefits derived from the government of the 
« Carnatic, without contributing his proportion of the expence ; and 
« however impolitic and contrary to the natural rights of government. 
fo fuer Juch a power to remain independent, in the heart of the. 
t province, we muſt ſubmit to neceſſity and the circumſtances of 

«-the times. He has indeed lately, by his letters, entered in 
8 | 2 | © country 


(* Wt } 


country correſpondence, made ſome objections to the payment of 


his annual peiſhcuiſh, alleging in excuſe the great expence of the 
< troops ſent to join our army, although, as the Nabob informs us, 
*© it be contrary to the cuſtom. of the country for tributary. Princes 
to make any demand for the charges of troops furniſhed to the 
« power to whom they are tributary, while employed within the 
« diſtricts dependent on ſuch power. Should he perſiſt in requir- 
ing an abatement in the peiſhcuiſh due on account of his late 
te charges, it might furniſh us with a juſt pretext to accuſe him of 
% a breach of his engagements, and to take our meaſures accord- 
“ ingly, when our ſituation will admit of it. But as the caſe now 
< is with us, under difficulties to provide the money neceſſary even 


4 for our current expences, doubtful of the intentions of the Ma- 


t rattas, ſuſpicious of the deſigns of the Subah, and apprehenſive 
* of the King of Tanjore's calling upon Hyder Ali for aid, and thus 
& raiſing a freſh flame, the Committee are already of opinion, that 
et at this * the undertaking would be impolitic and unwar- 
« rantab 


The ſame Cites; I ith October 905 agree and en 
That a letter be wrote to the King of Tanjore, in anſwer to 


« his received the gift of Auguſt, and that he be acquainted in 


« general terms, That he knows whether the conntry of Tanjore is 
« dependent on the Carnatic ; and how far it is cuſtomary for a DE- 
© pENDENT 70 adi his SUPERIOR in timer of danger and diftreſs ? 
« Whether it be reaſonable for the SUyzR1OR to bear the whole 
« burthex of the devaſtations and charges of war, and the DEPEN- 
„ DENTS 72 part ? He will alſo conſider whether great favour and 
& friend/hip were not ſhewn him in ſettling the peiſhcurth upon the 


4 moderate terms it now ſtands, and in the Company's becoming 
4 ſecurity for the fame? He will alſo reflect whether it be a proper 


« return for this friendſhip, to aſſiſt the! . with mana inſtead 


* of 


(Gas) ) | 
« of joining his friends ? That much might be ſaid on theſe ſub- 
« jets; but what is paſt, is paſt; what remains, is cows it being 
% contained in an article of the treaty. ab | 
(Signed) ene BoURCHIER, 
| Jos1ag DuPREE, 
WARREN HasTINGs, 
Josy SMITH,” 


In purſuance of the above reſolution, Governor Bourchier wrote 
to the Rajah under the fame date, and nearly in the ſame words, 
But all remonftrance to him, on the. duty he owed to the Nabob, 


Was as ineffectual, as the repeated requiſitions had been for the affift. 


ance he owed to the Company. He continued contumacious, and 
equally regardleſs of both, till at laſt, breaking out into open hoſti- 


lity, in February 177 I, he invaded the territories of the Marawar 


and Nalcooty, The Governor and Council now found themſelves not 
only juſtified, but impelled to act in defence. of their Ally; eſpecially 


as the Company determined, that their former orders to Jour {oe 


Nabob againſt the Rajah, which the * neceſſity of the times“ had 


obliged them to © ſuſpend,” ſhould be now put in force. 


* Accordingly, the Select Committee *, on 28th March, 1771 3 

reſolve on the expedition againſt the + Rajgh, for the long | 
reaſons : ] | 
1 " a the Company direct it in their Lu of he 
roch or March 1769.“ 1 
2do, © Becauſe the Rajah has attacked the 2 0 of the 
e Nabob's government, whereby the Nabob's honour 
„ © and conſequence is wounded, and RY, the Pepe | 

* of the Carnatic 1 is endangered. N 


* Jud Dipree, Eſq; [Governor], Warren Haſtings, and Samuel Ardley, Eſqrs. 
| 3 0 ö 5 
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3tio, Becauſe the Rajah has not paid the peiſheuiſh, due 6 July 
2 <:1770, conformable to the. treaty of e to > which 
* the Company became putamen: Nis g 


On this SET point, of the propticey of our eecicbiiagh againſt 


the Rajah of Tanjore, much argument, and more declamation, has 


been employed. Perhaps ſuch exceſſive zeal may be reconciled to 


the partialities of private friendſhip, or to the principles of private 


intereſt ; but thoſe. motives affect not the public. Their attention 
is directed to the real merits of the meaſure; - the conſideration of 
which is reducible to a very ſmall compaſs. From all the authentic 
. correſpondence that has been quoted, containing their delibera- 
tions, orders, and reſolutions, the uniform conviction, both of the 
en at home, and their ſervants abroad, POWs concluſive to 

That the „e Rehab critical e of ihe e and the Na- 
bob, in the war with Hyder Ali, warranted their “ ſtrongeſt reſent- 
ment at his conduct *;”—that though he owed his ſecurity, © and 
5 the peace of his country, to the meaſures ſuſtained by the Nabob 8 
* and the Company f;”—and though he was © a tributary Depen- 
dent on the Nabob , yet he refuſed to « furniſh his quota to- 
& wards carrying on the war; cultivating, on the contrary, © a 
% warm attachment with gs FS,” the common enemy, and 
« aſſiſting him with money || : — That it therefore · became neceſ- 
« fary to purſue ſuch Sadie againſt him as, the Nabob might 
* think conſiſtent with the juſtice and dignity of his government J.“ 
That in addition to all this ill-condudt, the Rajah « withheld the 


57. ba 17th Match, EO: Select Committee Letter, 17th March, 1769. 
t Company's Letter, 23d March, 1770. 9 Ibid. Select Committee Reſolu- 
tions, and Governor Bourchier's Letter to che Rajah, 11th OE, W + Select Com- 


mittee Letter, 17th March, 1769. ; 
ce peiſh- 


'4 #7 ) 
4. peiſhexith, due to the Nabob „in e of the Nabob's 


rights, in actual breach of his engagements, by the treaty of 1 1762, ; 


and in contempt of the honour and power of the Company, who 
had guaranteed it; ;—and that, as a conſummation of his perfidy, 


Lo he attacked the Dependents of the Nabob's gov etiinvett f.. 
It will be difficult to imagine any cauſe to Juſtify a war, if ſuch 


an unparalleled ſeries of duplicity and Ear aggravated * ogy | 


hoſtility, ſhall be deemed inſufficient. 7 


We haye fludiouſly avoided all exaggeration, confining ourſelves 


to, a plain recital of facts, authenticated by the records of the C 


pany. Their unadorned” truth beams a light on che ſubject which | 


cannot be miſtaken or evaded” It is impoſſible for the moſt ſkeptical 


caſuiſt to heſitate on the Juftice and policy of a war; which this re - 


iterated miſbehaviour of the Rajah had rendered ſo indiſpenſable · 


But though the rectitude of the meaſure be thus eſtablihed beyond 


2 doubt, ſome wonder may naturally ariſe at the delay in our opera- 
tions againſt him; for a treacherous friend is ever the moſt danger- 


ous enemy ; ; and the career of his mal- practices unchecked, might 


bare thrown the Carnatic into fatal convulſions, and ſhaken: all the 


"eſſential intereſts of the Company. | But'this"is/accounted for by the 


mort of the Governor and Couneil of Madras. They were 
umſtances of the times TI; which the 


obliged to © ſubmit to the cireu 
unfortunate war with Hyder Ali had rendered extremely diſtreſſ- 


ful. In that exigent ſtate, to which the Rajah had principally con- 


tributed, beſides all the other cauſes of delay, they were apprehen- 

ſive of his calling on his friends the Marattas; Hyder Ali, and the 
French for aid, and thereby raſing u freſh flame,” which 15 U 
exhauſted powers might not be able to extinguiſh. In ſhort, th p 


„ gelect Committee, Madras,” ©2866 tire, 1771. TOR? Mb . 
Select Committee Deliberations, Madras, 1 2G _— TER | * y | 
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F nature of his delinquency, for me the, fuſpended hi his 
_ Puniſhment. „ 
The cauſes of delay, above 1 continued for ſome time 
to operate, and to oblige the Government of Madras to wait for a 
more practicable ſituation to maintain their authority, and to vin- 
dicate the rights of their faithful ally the Nabob. 1271 pa 
however, in making preparations for the WE; =. 99 


Whether they were warranted by the Company i in v aſſiſting the 
Nabob in the reduction of Tanjore, was the ſecond point that we 
undertook to conſider. This we truſt bas alſo been aſcertained i in 
the affirmative. We have ſeen it expreſely declared, in the words 
of the Company's correſpondence, where they © enjoin the Preſi- 
deney of Madras to give the Nabob ſuch ſupport i in his Preten- 
4 ſions on the Rajah of Tanjore, as may be effectual 5 


In conſequence of the treaty, extorted by the em e inter- 
e of Hyder, which in fact was the only point the Preſidency 


were unauthoriſed in, we have ſeen that the Company were obliged 
to ſuſpend their orders; but clearly diſcerning the intrigues of the 
"Rajah," they ſeverely cenſuted their ſervants at Madras for having 
reduced them to that temporary neceſſity. The Governor and Coun- 


eil endeavoured to exculpate themſelves, by ſtating at large, as be- 
fore f recited, the difficulties which made an open rupture with: 
him (at that juncture extremely hazardous. Theſe difficulties be- 
ing, in ſome degree, removed, and the Rajah continuing to violate 
all his ſolemn” engagements, they afterwards reſolve 4 on the ex pe- 
dition againſt Tanj Jour. in P's to the. © directions of the: 


Company. 
® Company's Difpatch from Sele Comminee, 17th March, 176g; 


+ Select Committee Deliberations, at Madras, 13th Sept. 1769, 
1 Duto He, 1 1771. | 


” RE 


That this meaſure was authoriſed by the Company, has been thus 
completely eſtabliſhed ; and the other part of the queſtion, its pro- 
priety with regard to the Nabob, muſt appear equally inconteſtable, 
ſince it has been evinced from the ſame authority, as well as from 

our invariable experience, that he was our ſteady and faithful ally, 
ſuffering in his rights and dominions through the union of our 
common enemy Hyder Ali and the Rajah. 

The ſelect committee, however, entertainin g ſome 3 
* the French and Marattas, perceiving ſome difficulty in ſettling 
conditions with the Nabob, and conſidering the low ſtate of their 
treaſt ury, were induced to poſtpone their operations to avail them 
ſelves of every poſſible chance for an accommodation, of which they 
flatter the Company with ſome hopes in their letter of the 20 
July 1771; tranſmitting to them, at the ſame * an account of all 
their tranſactions to that period. , | | 

The Company, in reply, on the 20th March 1 1772, approve thain 
conduct, and under the ſame date write the following explicit letter 
to the Nabob; which we ſubjoin with other remarkable Papers as 
1 = ow ſtill further en the en | R 


| Company) 5. Laue. t 8850 Mals, 4080 March, I 772 2. 


4 We are happy to gad. that wt the j jarring intereſts 

« of the neighbouring powers, the peace of the Carnatic is ſtill un- 
10 diſturbed: and as the welfare of the Company is fe tparable from 

« that of your Excellency, it is needleſs for us to declare that your | 

« ſolicitude to preſer ve tranquillity cannot be greater than our on. 
«+ But it is with ſerious concern we obſerve, that our ſentiments are 
« not the ſame reſpecting the means to this deſirable end, fince we 
« cannot but perceive your Excellency's diſinelination to that ſteady 
< neutrality,” rhich we conſider” as the ſureſt way 'to- perpetuate 
dad | Da peace 


_ « meaſures. 


{ 20®) 


« peace. Indeed, were we perſuaded that advantages might ariſe 


from a contrary ſyſtem, yet as the unhappy effects of the late 


© troubles have drained us of thoſe treaſures - which are the ſinews 
10 of war, we muſt own ourſelves far from believing the preſent 


&s conjunQure favourable in any degree to our engaging! in hoſtile 


— 


« Under theſe eum we could not but be alarmed at the 
& raſhneſs of the Rajah of Tanjore, who has preſumed to commence 


* hoſtilities againſt the Marawars and the Nalcooty and Tondeman 


* Poligars, ſince we ſhould have been AT ALL Events urged to 


„ ynſheath the ſword, in order to chaſi1ſe that Rajah, had your 


4 Excelleney but inſured to us the neceſfary reſoutees for proceed- 
« ing againſt him with any proſpect of ſacceſs. We are, liowever» 


jn ſome meaſure felieved from our apprehenſions, by the Rajah's 


* late application to our Preſident, which afforded an honourable 


& occafion to open a negociation with him, and which we hope and 


© truſt has terminated in your Excellen ey's entire ſatisfaction. 


Hence the candid Reager muſt remark with ſatisfaction, that the 
Cotlrany had prudent Wund patiently forborn to © unſheath the 
ford to chaſtiſe theRajah” for his delinquency and mal- practices, 
till every other method of obtaĩning juſtice had been tried in vain. He 
continued deaf to all expoſtulation, and his contumacy ſeemed to 
increaſe in proportion to their forbearance. Seeing then their 
humane and generous endeavours to avoid the horrors{of war thus. 


fruſtrated, the Governor and Council found theinſtlves: compelled 5 


to join the Nabob in taking up arms againſt him. 


They * accordingly, on the 12th of Auguſt, after long dis- 
cuſſion, accede to the following weer as trauſmitted to "the. 


zovernor, | Whi chill TOE: 
——— . 
| Sam. Ardie s,, 


Fa . F 5 
2 Q | | Nabob- 


| \ 6. 
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Nabob by Governor Dupree in 105 letter of e. September, 
1771. r 11254 12 


« T have the Wide to as the i of your Inet of 
«© the 18th inftant, in which; after reciting ſome! hiſtorical events 


relative to the Tanjore government in former times, and briefly- 
relating to ſome inſtances of the Rajah's unjuſtifiable- conduct, 


'* matter on 4 fafe and an honourable footing, and that in conſequence 


* thereof your Excellency,. with the Company's aſſiſtance, ſhould 
* be compelled to proceed to extremities, and in (courſe. of ſueh 
operations the fort and country of Tanjore ſhould be ſubdued: and 


et taken; that in ſuch caſe, the whole of the {aid country and forts 


no poſſeſſed by the Rajah, as alſo the Rajah himſelf, his de- 


4 pendents, money, and effects, and likewiſe the military ſtores, 
4e &c. be left at your diſpoſal; — and that in ſuch an event, and in 
: « cafe of tranquillity, you propoſe, out of friendſhip to the Com- 

©, © pany, to make them a . of ten | Iacks'of ſtar eee ah: 5 


* which I clearly underſtand. 1 25 44 


| 1 « Give me leave to remind your Excellency, that, POR the 


* beginning of my adminiſtration to this time, I have not ceaſed 


to repreſent to you in the moſt+ foreible manner, that, as the 
* ſervant and repreſentative of the Eaſt India Company in this 
government, it is my duty to obey the orders and inſtruQions of 
* the Court of Directors, who are my conſtituents, and that it 
has been, and is, my determined purpoſe to obey them accord- 
e ingly, in the moſt effectual manner I ſhall be able. The orders 
a * and inſtructions of the Court of Directors to this government, 
* have at all times invariably purported that your Excellency 


% ſhould be ſupported in your government, and the peace and 


« ſecurity of the Carnatic maintained, and mee, with reſpect 
| «6. to 


( 22 }) 


to the Rajah of Tanjore; that you: ſhould be ſupported in the 
* moſt effectual manner in your pretenſions on him without the 
< leaſt intimation of any other claim on their part, than the reim- 
< burſement of the ſums that may have been, or ſhall be, expended 
by them on your Excellency's account. This being the caſe, 1 
© have hitherto regulated, and ſhall continue to. regulate, my con- 
duct accordingly. The Rajah of Tanjore has not paid his 
peiſheuiſh conformably to the treaty. of 1762, and his conduct 
«© manifeſts a diſpoſition dangerous to the peace and ſafety of the 
* Carnatic. Upon this occaſion, you have called upon me as repre- 
<« ſenting your true and faithful friends the Eaſt India Company, to 
“ ſupport you in calling him to a proper account. I have, in con- 
< ſequence thereof, taken the moſt effectual meaſures in my power 
for that purpoſe. Artillery and ſtores in great abundance have 
been ſent to Tritchinopoly, and a fine army is now aſſembled 
- 4 there under the command of General Smith. It has been left 
« entirely to your Excellency, to try whether your pretenſions on 
„the Rajah can be accommodated by negociation; and General 
Smith has been entruſted with full powers to ſupport you 
4 there, even to the reduction of the forts and country of Tanjore. 
« The part I take in theſe tranſactions, in behalf of the Company, 
is not as a principal; it is in ſupport of your government and 
&* pretenſions, and partly as guarantee of the treaty in 1762. In 
© conſequence thereof, whatever ſhall be taken from the Rajah of 
« Tanjore, and that ſhall fall into my hands, poſſeſſion, or power, 
« whether forts, countries, money, effects, or military ſtores, 
«© whatever it be; ſhall be left i | 
„ caſe of Alianore, Warriarpollam, Volgole, and Polnaud ; —and 
in reſpe& to the Rajah of Tanjore and his family and depend- 


ents, as your ds and humanity are well n I ſhall 
leave 


your diſpoſal, as was done in tie 


* [eave' them at your diſpoſal,” not doubting but your Excellency 
will treat them in every reſpect conſiſtently with their quality 
* and character, and with that conſideration which the cuſtom of 
„ nations and your own honour require. But it is neceſſary to 
« inform your Excellency; that, according to the uſage of war, the 
„ plunder of plaees taken by ſtorm is deemed the right of the 
©. captors ;. ſuch plunder, therefore, L have no power over, or right 
« to diſpoſe of. As to the preſent you intimate: your intention of 
* making to the Company, your Excellency will be pleaſed: to do 
in that reſpect as you ſhall think proper. I make no condition 


* for, or claim of, any thing. Whatever has been, or ſhall be, 
6; expended. by the Company on your account, will of courſe ; be 


© reimburſed: by your Excelfency;. and if, out of your good will and 
Br friendſhip, it ſhall be your pleaſure to offer me any preſent for 

. the Company, whatever it _—_ be I ſhall A receive it, god 
, adviſe them thereof.“ 


As the Rajah could not be . to e to ie» terms R 
to him by the Nabob, hoſtilities were commenced,” and Tanjore 


was invaded. But when the Fort was on the point of ſurrendering; 
a treaty ſuddenly took place between - the Nabob and the Rajah. 
This haſty negociation could not be approved by the Governor and 
Council, becauſe they deemed i it incompetent to the purpoſes of the 


war. Long experience of the Rajah's treachery and machinations 


had taught them, that nothing leſs than reducing him to a proper 


ſenſe of his duty, and of their power, could ſecure permanent peace 


to the Carnatic. As the beſt means; therefore, under theſe circum 
Nances, to parry the miſchiefs of an accommodation founded on ſuck- 
imperfect grounds, they repreſented to the Nabob the neceſſity 


of purſuing the line of conduct ſet forth in "the: W 


5 extracts. 


Paragraphs 
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Paragraph 39th of the Governor and Council's letter, dated 


Madras, 28th ory I772, received in London 1oth: ee 5 
following. 
Our apprehenſions, acling from a peace fo ſuddenly coneluded; 
« and upon terms which appeared to us ſo inſecure, rendered it ne- 
= © ceffary that we ſhould take every poſſible precaution, as if We were 
In e actually on the eve of war. A letter was accordingly wrote to 
1 e General Smith to that effect. By one of the articles of the treaty, 
© the Fort of Velkim was either to be reſtored to the Rajah, or de- 
** ftroyed. As this was a fort of the utmoſt importance, being in 
* a manner a key to Tanjore, the Nabob, by our deſire, ſent,pol:- 
« tive orders to his ſon, on no account to deliver it up without his 
© expreſs directions. It was indeed the only tie we had on the 
Rajah for his performance of his engagements. As it would re- 
« quire a conſiderable time to demoliſh it, if it were reſolved to oo 
« ſo, by reaſon of its great extent, we directed General Smith to 5 
leave in it a ſufficient garriſon of the Company's troops, with a 
proper quantity of ſtores for its defence, and on no account to de- 
« liver-it up without our expreſs orders. In the mean time, we ad- 
viſed the Nabob to inſtruct his ſon, to require punctual perform- 
. tt ance of every article of the agreement. The Rajah had engaged 
BE to pay certain ſums of money, and deliver up certain jewels, and 
©, other effects taken from the Marawar, which it is probable he 
ei meant not to accompliſh. It therefore ſeemed very juſtifiable, in 
«caſe of failure, to recommence hoſtilities ; ; and hoſtilities recom- 
**,menced on ſuch grounds would diſannul the whole agreement, 
2 & and leave the parties at liberty to inſiſt on freſh conditions on 
either ſide. The Nabob's ſon was therefore inſtructed, in caſe 
this ſhould happen, to demand, as ane qua non, the ceſſion of the 


fort * Vellum. As we conjectured, Jo it proved. Abe Rajah equi- 
vocated; 


(Gag) 


At F + 35 is „ 4 6% C3 rene 6 S KK ved v 1 7 F 
4 wpocated; our guns had not been drawn out of the batteries; 
e diſpoſitions were made for recommencing hoſtilities; a freſh” ne- 


— 


gociation enſued; the fort of Vellum, with the diſtricts of Coi- 
laddy and Elangad were demanded, and formally ceded by the | 


% Rajah. - Thus ended the > Argent and the army returned to 
9 Tritchinopoly, and its envir FFF 
Paragraph 41ſt of the ſame letter on Gallen el sagt 


© The Nabob, ſenſible of the importance of the fort 7 Yona re- 
« queſted that a proper garriſon of the Company's troops, under the com- 
and ꝙ a prudent and vigilant officer; might be placed in it; and as 
% Major Vaughan, from the bravery, ſteadineſs, and*prudence with 
© which he diſtinguiſhed) himſelf during the ſiege of Tasjore, ap- 


ma. * 
„ 10 


4 peared to us an * worthy: of ſuch-a truſt, we have placed him 


* 42 * 2 HAS 


4 in the command. 101 (81G 40 5 (iH mila 21 0} 51383 
80 perfectly did the Doan conform to the Company on thele 
important tranſactions, that they ſeem not only to have obeyed. their 


commands, but to have anticipated their ſentiments ; ; which the 
e had thus expreſſed i in t their Letter to, the Nabob ;. 8 


* We could not but be alarmed at the raſhneſs o f the Rajah of 


b e who has preſumed to commence hoſtilities againſt the 


ce Marawars, and the Nalcoot ooty, and Tondeman, Poligars; fiance 
« we ſhould haye been, at all events, urged t. to unſheath the ſword, 
« in order to chaſtiſe that Rajah, had your Excellency. but inſured 


«to us the neceſſary. reſources for proceeding . e him with 


* 2 
4 1 


4 any proſpect of ſucceſs,” i 
But the judicious e ae above recited, Penbed be eee 
for E109: before. tat, letter could reach ene X the ee 
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1 e 60d hed beep unſheatbed” . the Raja had 
66 heen chaſtiſed. | 

It will appear pretty evident, * if the cnt id the 
principles of the Rajah, that the peace to which we had ſeen him 
compelled, and which only the compulſion of the lat extremity 
produced, could not be of long duration. From thoſe to whom 
breach of treaty is familiar, no ſecurity can be rs but * their 
inability to offend. 


This weaty, which the Nabob bad ſo 6 . 
with the Rajah, though it evinced his pacific diſpoſition, yet it 
threw the Governor and Council into a. fituation of extreme deli- 
cacy» involving at once the conſiderations of policy, and the faith 
af Neat aceded to hy their Ally. Under this dilemma, they 
agreed to the armiſtice which took place, for it cannot be deemed 
an abſolute termination of the war. But conſidering the Company 
in the character of guardians of the peace of the Carnatic, as well as 
of the Nabob's rights, they judged it requiſite to decline a ratifica- 


tion of the treaty ; and to awe the Rajah into a performance of his. 


ſtipulations, they held themſelves in readineſs to recommence hoſ- 
tlities, till they ſhould receive — wee Ke or the 
figcerity of his intentions. | 


Mr. Dupree left the chair of Madras before the new war broke 
out, though the ſtorm had been gathering before he reſigned. It 
burſt forth ſoon after Mr. Wynch ſucceeded to the government, in 
conſequence of the Rajah's infraction of the new treaty, in the fol- 
lowing inſtances, as ſtated by the Nabob, in his letter to the Gover- 
nor and Council, 18th June, 1773. x 

„By advice, confirmed by Mr. Moſtyn, the Gantt s reſident 
at Poonah, the Rajah had endeavoured to bring the Marattas into 
the Carnatic. | 

| « He 


K 


| & He not only refuſed to aſſiſt him with troops againſt the Mark- - 
« war and Nalcooty Zemindars, but he admitted them {when de- 
1 feated by the Nabob] into his own territeries, add afliſtad theſe 
<< rebellious ſubjects with men, money; powder and hot. $8771 Bode 
„ He had taken the runaway Poligats of Watriatpoflam and 
< Alianore under his Protettions giving them the diſtricts of Cum- 
cunum for a reſidence. - 


. « He has, under the plea of vorowlihh money, e ſome 


* diſtricts of the Tanjore country to the Dutch, Feeach, aud the 
„ Danes. | 


& He fas refuſed the money agreed ihe by treaty, ten \ lacks * 
remaining ue.” - 


The Select Committee * took into ſerious conſideration. this. im- 
; portant repreſentation of the Nabob; and upon-maturely weighing | 
all the facts and motives, with the ellential intereſts of the Com- — 
pany, and the rights of their ally; they determine not only the | j 
juſtice and policy, but the neceſſity of reaſſuming vigorous meaſures 
againſt the incorrigible Rajah : „ it being evident that, in the pre- 
* ſent ſyſtem, it is dangerous to have ſuch a power in the heart of 
« the province 75 3 a 


As to any richts of aroteRion * treatios, even from 19 3 to 
the preſent hour, it was obvious that he who had violated all, had it 
no claim to the benefits of any. Eſpecially bis groſs and almoſt Y 

+ Inſtantaneous, violation of the laſt, inadvertently indulged to him | 
by the Nabob, had abſolutely forfeited every ſhadow of pretenſion; 
adding. thereby. new Wee to his former ner., which has 


3 


„ Alex, wynch, Governor, | ' "Jon Smith, 64 | | 
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been bel in itſelf amply Fullictent to Wy ve war. The Com- 


9 fas 


- mittee therefore proceed to reſolve, - 
& If the Nabob will conſent to the above pibpolats; and' there 


& ſhall not be any freſh cauſe to apprehend any interruption from 
« Hyder Ali, we are of opinion that the expedition ſhould be under- 
“taken without loſs of time. For although we could wiſh to ob- 
« tain the Company's orders and inſtructions, in anſwer to our 
letters reſpecting the conduct they would wiſh us to obſerve be- 
45 tween the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjore; yet, as we cannot 
« «© hope to receive them before the month of September, when tt 
e will be too late to attempt it before the monſoon, and we ſhall be 
"07 obliged. to defer our operations till the rains are over, in which 
intervals events may occur which may render the expedition, ha- 
88 zardous, or perhaps put it out of our power to undertake it at all; 
at this feaſon of the year, we have no cauſe to apprehend any 
1 Interruption from the Marattas, ſince they will be unable to paſs 
« the Kriſtnah; and Hyder Ali is, as we believe, too much em- 

4 ployed i in ſettling his c own affairs to  apempe any thing | to our 

« prejudice.” 

An interview afterwards EA place between Fl Nabob and Go- 
vernor Wynch, in order to adjuſt the terms of the expedition; the 
reſult of Which the Governor repotted 1 to the Select Committee as 
follows : 3 | 
T1008! That wiſhing to bring the Nabob to a clear ihe explicit anſwer | 

about his payments, that we might be certain on what we ſhould 
4 have to depend in caſe of the expedition taking place, and any 
incurſion happening from Hyder; he put his former queſtion 
* to him again, and received nearly the ſame anſwer. The Nabob 

4 adding thereto, that he mould not be too preſſing an this buſineſs of 
the expedition ;—that be had 'expreſed*his Jentiments thereon, and 


8 A what he had propoſed wat not . as with, that he =” 


| ( 29 } 
. only adareſs another letter to him (the Preſident )| and then remain 
quiet. That this interim, before the rains, was the time to effect 
this buſineſs,” and that if this REY was let ee —_ ano- 
ther would not offer for ſome time. 5 


The whole of this conference: *. laid before the Chal: Gm | 


mittee ; they reſolve, | N 9s, 

“% That it is both proper and e e Wa the ee be un- 
10 dertaken, and that the preſent opportunity, allcircumſtances conſider- 
ed, is the moſt favourable for carrying the ſame into execution.” 


The proper meaſures were accordingly entered upon with all due 


| diſpatch; and Tanjore ſurrendered to the allied army of the Com- 
pany. and the Nabob, on the 17th-of September enn 

We have now gone through the firſt and ſecond topics originally 
propoſed for diſcuſſion. We have advanced nothing that is not 
fupported by genuine facts and authentic records. It would be in- 
jurious to the candour of our readers, even to doubt the impreſſion of 
evidence ſo founded, or to imagine a poſſibility of its having failed 
to carry conviction to their minds on both theſe points; the juſtice 
and policy of the conqueſt of Tanjore, and the authorized pro- 
priety of the Company's ſervants in aſſiſting the Nabob to effect it. 


If, in the inveſtigation of points ſo obvious, we ſhall be cenſured 


either for tireſome detail or ſuperfluous argument, 'we mult appeal 


for excuſe partly to the nature of the ſubject, and partly to our own. 


anxiety for its true and full elucidation. The two queſtions we 


have been conſidering are ſo mixed and intervolved with each other, 
that it became not caſy to diſtinguiſh the two lines of argument. 
Beſides, propoſitions are always difficult of proof i in proportion to 


their ſelf- evidence; and however irreſiſtible truth may appear in its 


ſimple detail, it may be often neceſſary to preſs 1 it with proof, and to 
ſuperadd arguments, in counteraction to the ſophiſtry that might wy 


i or ſuppreſs it. We a however carefully avoided the diſ- 


guſting: 


{9.9 


guſting paths of controverſy, where the object of diſputation is 

often loſt in the fkill of the difputant. It would be as little our 
pleaſure to detect, as it is our principle to imitate, the aſſertions 
equally confident and unfounded, the quotations equally partial and 
inconcluſive, in ſhort, the complicated arrogance and fallacy, in 
which ſome writers on this ſubject have indulged themſelves... 

We are next to confider, whether the Company had a right to 
diſpoffeſs the Nabob of Tanjore. 

This queſtion has been agitated with a fervency proportioned more 
to its importance than its difficulty. For ſurely, after our ample vin- 
dication of the affiſtance given the Nabob in the conqueſt of that 
country, eſtabliſhed by all the facts, records, and reaſonings on the 
fubjeR, it will require little argument to prove, that we had no right 
to reverſe our juſtiſied conduct, or to diveſt him of that country of 
which we were bound to aſſiſt him in gaining pofſeſſion. The queſ- 
tion might ſafely ſtand on this ground. If the Company were war- 
ranted in aiding a faithful friend againſt a faithleſs enemy ; if they 
were warranted in ſupporting their ally in his juſt pretenſions on a 
faulty tributary, and a rebellious dependent; certainly they are not 
warranted in diſpoſſeſſing the Nabob, and reinſtating the Rajah 

But the Directors of 1775 thought otherwiſe. In their memora- 
ble inſtructions to Lord Pigot and the Council, dated 12th April 


177 5 we kd the following aſſertions. 


Paragraph 4th. 
As the folemn promiſe made by our Governor and Council at 
< the requeſt of the Nabob of the Carnatic and the King of Tanjore, 
< to guarantee the treaty of 1762, has been fully approved by the 
Gurt of Directort, we cannot but conſider the public faith of the 
„ Company as forfeited, and the honour of the Britiſh nation deeply 


1 ** by the meaſures taken for dethroning that unhappy prince 
&«« whoſe 


( 


& whoſe kingdom has been wreſted from bim by our ſervants, and 
% put under the government of Mahomed Ali Cawn; in di- 
rect violation of that treaty, and contrary to dur repeated orders 


« and inſtructions, which have uniformly and expreſsly- probibited 


% them JR attempting to TIN our orm or RT domi- 


©. nian. 
Thie extraordinary ande conveys more chan a its authors 


were aware of. For it not only aſſerts the exiſting validity of the 


old treaty of 1762, a mere ſpeculative point, which may have miſſed 
the opinions of ſome ; but it decides without referve and without 


mercy againſt the characters of men who have filled, and who do | 
fill, the higheſt ſtations both in the direction at home, and in the 


ſervice of the Company abroad, with a reputation eminent as their 
rank, and till this period unimpeached, unſuſpected. 63 964 


Surely a ſubje& fo peculiarly delicate, required all caution and ci cir- 
eumſpection. It would not have been unworthy the Directors of 


1775, to have regarded with more tenderneſs the character of their 


predeceſſors. Nothing leſe than actual proof could juſtify fuch ſe- 


vere infinuations againſt the Directors of 1769, '1770, 1771, 7772, 


1773, and 1774, as that they ſuffered he public faith of the Cum - 


pany to be forfeited, and the honour of the Britifh nation to be deeply 


aſectrd by their connivance ; and that they had rewarded ſuch ſignal 


_ delinquencies with diſtinguiſhed approbations, publicly acknowledg- 
ing the eminent ſervices of Mr. Dapree, and Ie? on Mr. 


_ Haſtings the government of Bengal. 


If any motive could excuſe repetition, it would be the dener of 
meritorious characters thus indiſcriminately arraigned. We ſhall, 
therefore, from the many which might be: AD Juſt. . rol | 


the following recorded facts, Viz. RE ce ns 


rs . rr — —— 
— A. — 3 neg 
= * — = > 2 - 
— 


» 
. Wren ran ent Sen 


o 
— ä — —— 
— eee Tr. 


ig vr 


| 
i 
ö 
1 
11 


——— 
— — 


—— — 


— 


— 24 — 


pay 


7 1 ( 32 ) 
The Directors of 1769 declare the Rajah a delinquent both to 
4 the Nabob and the Company, for his notorious miſdemeanours, 
* and enjoin the Governor and Council to redreſs the mm and f 
s chaſtiſe the Raja „ n 
1 The Governor and Council mk: in goon propriety of the | 
* orders; though they were under a temporary neceſſity of defer- 
xing their execution by the treaty of 1769 with Hyder Ali; oc- 
% cafioned by the low ſtate of their finances, and the Rajah's in- 
“ trigues with that avowed enemy.“ | 
« f The Directors of 1772 approve the 3 of the 15 e 
„ and Council of 1771 againſt the Rajah, for his freſh breach of. 
< treaty, and invading the territories: of Marawar and Nalcooty, 
« dependent. on the Nabob, which juſtified v with be force 
* the deciſive orders againſt him.. 1 
= The ſame Directors write to the Nabob, that 4 ſhould have | 
6 been at all events urged to unſbeath the ſword, to chaſti ſe that 
% Rajah.” Hein by 
Eg © The Directors of 1 773. ach the whole af. this buf neſs 8 
them up to that periad; the firſt invaſion of Tanjore, poſſeſſion of 
« Fort Vellum, &cc. expreſs not the flighteft di ;Japprobation of that 
* meaſure. But promiſe J to go. iuto mature deliberation upon it, 
« in order to frame further. inſtructions for their future conduct. ? 
« #* New violationt of treaty by the Rajah, even of the laſt ff. 
6 granted to bim by. the Nabob at the gates of Tagore, with the 


3 
— 


* 


General and ſelect Letters to Madras, 174 March 1709. 

1 Madras Conſultations, 13th September 1770. 

2 Company's Letter to Madr:s. zoth March 1772. 

5 Company's Letter to the Nabob, zoth March 1772. 

I Madras Letter to the Company, 28th September ne and ths Comp Abbie " April 
1773. _ Ibid, „„ AF 

Nabobꝰs Letter to the Governor and Council, 18th —— 1773. : 

44 Stated in Governor and Council's Letter to the Company, 28th February 1772. 
r 
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« cogent cath of the ſeaſon of the year, and the ſtate of 


« the other powers of Indoſtan, rendered it neceſſary to recom 
„ mence hoſtilities againſt him; before the 8 letter 


from the Company could reach Madras F.“ 1 


*The Directors of 1774, with every mii of has laws | 


5 cont of T anjore before — expreſe not the N diſap- 


6c « probation.” no iHitttctchs 11241 


Where then is the actual proof, which alone could juſtify; the Di- 


rectors of 1775, in ſuch heavy charges againſt ſuch men and mea- 
ſures ? „That the faith of the Company was forfeited, and the ho- 
*, nour of the Britiſh nation deeply affected (by our ſervants), con- 

< trary to our repeated orders and inſtructions;“ and all with im- 
punity, nay. with reward! Mark how a plain ſtate of facts has re- 


verſed the ſcene. Mark how the pages of the Company's: records 


Prove the actual contrary of thoſe unguarded aſperſions. The faith 
of the Company remained inviolate. The honour of the Britiſh 


nation was maintained, and her intereſts in the Eaſt critically: ſecured 


againſt impending danger. The ſervants of the Company acted 
under the expreſs ſanction of reiterated orders and inſtructibns from 
their conſtituents; who fully :authoriſed coercive meaſures againſt 


the Rajah as juſt and neceſſary; who repeatedly: enjoined their pro- 
ſecution; and finally ſaw the completion of them in 1773, _ * 8 


auction of Tanjore, without the ſlighteſt diſapprobation. ae 96h 


Not till the 12th of April 1775 did this new light Up Walbn the 
wp of Directors. The tranſgreſſions of the ſervants in India, the 


infringement of the Company's faith, the violation of the Britiſh 
honour; theſe enormities, ſo big with miſchief and diſgrace, had all 
ſlept from the year 1769 to the year 1775. What muſt add to dur 
admiration of this enlightened period is, that no public examination 
Sad pant inſtituted, no diſcovery, promulgated; e en FOO 
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and Julie had remained the ſame as in the ſix — years. But 
more illuſtrious lights now illuminated eaſtern politics. Lord Pigot 
was to go to India. The ſplendour of his miſſion ſeemed 10 beam 
new intelligence on the Directors. But though it might be deemed 
the riſing of his glory, it was the ſetting of theirs; for their nota- 
ble inſtructions to his Lordſhip was the laſt act of the laſt {a of 
their adminiftration. a N | 
On this remarkable combination of fats little W IN would 
ſeem neceſſary. The inference muſt be obvious from the moſt cur- 
ſory conſideration. But left ſuch a direct oppoſition of ſyſtem, ac- 
companied with open cenſure, ſhould have made an impreſſion on 
the mind of the public, we hope the following obſervations may 
not be thought impertinent. The meaſures we have ſeen ſo 
ſeverely ſtigmatized originated in 1769 the ſubſequent directions 
of five years continued to concur in them, and to enjoin their 
execution. Even the Directors of 1775 permit them to fleep a 
year before they challenge their rectitude. When all at once a 
plan diametrically oppoſite is adopted; the experience and judge- 
ment of years are overthrowen; all the ſanction of authority and 
wiſdom of their predeceſſors is ſet at nought, by the Directors of 
1775. Even their on acts, during the time the greateſt part of 
them had ſat in the direction, could not ſuggeſt conſiſteney; but in 
the laſt hour of their power they thwart all the eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, 
regardleſs of the long confirmed opinion of the Company, and in 
contradiction to themſelves; Can common ſenſe ſurvey this ſcene 
and heſitate to decide? Can common candour believe that ſuch 
enormous miſchiefs ſhould have been deviſed, permitted, and prac- 
tiſed by five ſucceſſive ſets of Directors undetected, | uncenſured ? 
And that the diſcerning and reforming. Directors of 1775 could have 
nodded over ſuch enormities for a year, before they diſcovered 
them as it were by inſpiration? Was Lord Pigot the diſcoverer of 
thoſe a bl abuſes ? Did he firſt propoſe the correction of 

5 a them, 


G06: | 
them, by the reſtoration, of the Rajah? Can the moſt: credulous 
imagination conceive that his Lordſhip and his friends had more 
perfect knowledge of the Company's affairs, or poſſeſſed more 


integrity and diſintereſtedneſs than all the Directors and all the 


Company's ſervants at Madras conjunctly, for five ſueceſſive years? 


If theſe poſitions cannot be admitted, to what occult cauſe. muſt 


we attribute this ſudden and extraordinary reverſe of meaſures? 


We thought it incumbent on us to be thus explicit in exculpation 


0 of former men and meaſures, but our purpoſe was not recriminay 
tion; nor to inſinuate that the ſtigma caſt on them by the Directors 
of 1775 was meant wilfully to injure their reputation. ö 

The reader has obſerved, that the extraordinary paper we . de 

mentioned quotes with much ſolemnity the treaty of 1762, aſſerting, 


that the meaſures againſt the Rajah were in direct violation of 
te that treaty.” It is the leſs to be wondered, that the authors and 


advocates of the orders of 1775 have recourſe to this aſſertion, from 


the impoſſibility of defence on any other pretext, Feeble, how- 


ever, as this argument is, yet being the principal ſupport of thoſe 


famous orders, we wall conlader it more e than 8. e ; 


ſeem to deſerve. "7? 
When, in 1775, it is aſſerted as a en of _ is ae 
and when from that aſſertion it is argued that the guarantees of 


1762 muſt, in that character, interpoſe all their authority and 
power to reſtore the parties to- their original ſituation, it would 
naturally occur that the parties bad remained till the . ſuppoſed 


violation in their former ſtate; that no change of circumſtances had 
happened to induce other duties and other relations; that no wars 


had intervened; and that no new treaties had been formed. Theſe 


ideas would naturally occur to juſtify the poſition and the argument 


deduced from 1 it. Certainly the guarantee might then, ought then : ; | 


to interfere. But has this been the, ſtate of things on the coaſt of 
. *. 7 | - Coromandel 
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=p Coromandel from 1962 to i. of Tanjore i in 1773 ? "Have nd 
3 changes happened i in the political fyſtem there, to create new intereſts 
f in the parties, and new political duties in the power that guaran- 
teed an old treaty? Have no infractions of that treaty been 
proved ? Have no wars 5 been carried 0 on? Have no new rreaties been 
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f ? It would be i ſurpriſing if if the authors of the orders of 1775 ſhould 
j A conceive ſuch indignation againſt what they term « a direct viola- 
0 tion” of the old treaty by the Company in 1773, and that they 
j | | ſhould entirely forgive and forget the prior direct wiolations of that 
{ rtr " freaty, and of others intermediate, by the Rajah of Tanjore, in 
i ; frequent preceding inftances; if the total oblivion of this interval 


were not neceſſary to their purpoſe. For when it is remembered 
_ that the Rajah had not only broken through the ſtipulations of his 
0 ttibute, but had tranſgreſſed at the moſt critical jundure all his 
| duty to the Nabob, and his engagements to the Company, it will 
| not be eaſy to reconcile his retaining a right to the benefits of a 
WM treaty by himſelf ſo groſsly violated. In all reaſonable conſtruction, 
| and certainly in all practice and example, even in common in- 
ſtances, but eſpecially in high public confederations where breach 
of faith is proportionately criminal, failure of a party in performance 
of his ſtipulations diſentitles him to all claim on the other parties 
for any advantages conditioned for originally. In other words the 
dompact is annulled. It would be contrary to common juſtice, it 
: would be fatal to public policy, that the infringement of ſolemn 
engagements ſhould incur no diſabilities, ſhould work no change in 
the pretenſions of the perſon guilty; but that he ſhould revert to 
his former ſituation of rights, with an unimpeached claim on the 
alliance, the protection, of thoſe whom he had endeavoured. by all 


N | : 5 poſſible perfidy to injure; checked indeed in his attempt, but 
= eee to the power of erb it. Would not a doctrine ſo un- 
= | 22 WD: = — 


1 <-> 
diſtinguiſhing deſtroy all motives of policy, at leaſt to an honour- 


the wiſhes of ambition, in the event of - gratifying! the . with 
the certainty of forfeiting nothing by the form ert. 

The Directors of 1369 were explicit on this point. Fon in their 
orders to the Preſidency of Madras they do not inſtruct them to 
effectuate the treaty of 1762, or reſtore the Rajah to thoſe: conven- 
tional rights which he had forfeited,” but ©. to purſue ſuch meaſures 
« againſt him as the Nabob ſhould deem neceflary.” This is 
evidently the language of unlimited hoſtility, unlimited but by the 
reparation and ſatisfaction which the Nabob might receive; a not 
the interference of guarantees to a particular treaty. xxx. 


able conduct? reconciling on the contrary the means of treachery to 


22 


The Company continued to act on the . of the annihi- | 


118858 of the treaty of 1762. For on the termination of the war 
with Hyder Ali, and the conſequent treaty which the Preſidency 


of Madras were compelled by the exigency of the times to make with 


him in 1769, new orders are ſent out from home ſuſpending the 


former, which it is expreſſed are.now impoſſible to be carried into 


execution againſt the Rajah.” Why? not becauſe the Company 8 


were guarantees of the [treaty of 1762; ſuch an idea could not occur 
to their mind injured as they were by his violation of it; but be- 
cauſe it would be, in their words, a breach of - the. treaty lately 
concluded. His alliance with Hyder Ali ſupplies new evidence 
of the former being abſolutely void. For beſides the new relation 
now eſtabliſhed between the powers of Indoſtan, whereby Hyder 
Ali became guarantee of the Rajah; not againſt the Nabob, for he 


refuſed to ſign that incongruous convention, but againſt, the En- 


gliſh; the point inſiſted upon by Hyder that his ally the Rajah . 


ſhould now be included as a party to be protected, additionally 
Proves, that his former” e ae ie? ere nen | 
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Every ftep in theſe tranſactions, tends to confirm the annihila- 
tion of the treaty of 1762. In 1771, the Rajah invaded the terri- 
tories dependent on the Nabob. The Company aided the Nabob in 
the expedition againſt Tanjore, as ny e declare . in the 
* character of auxiliaries” to their ally. 

The letter, however, from Madras goes on to ſay, ** and partly 
© as guarantecs to the treaty of 1762.” The omiſſion of this paſ- 
ſage might be deemed uncandid; but we claim little merit in men- 
vioning it, for it will be found very innocent to our argument. The 
writer of the letter had expreſsly diſclaimed, on the part of the 
Company, all interference as principals, ſtating only that they acted | 
as auxiliaries, and partiy as guarantees to the treaty of 1762. Partly 
as guarantees. Admitting, however, the full force of its literal 
ſenſe; the overſight, or miſconception of the writer, cannot ſurely 
eſtabliſh à poſition contrary to reaſon and truth; But it is manifeſt, 
that even in this letter the idea of guarantee is treated as an inferior 
conſideration. © The Company act as auxiliaries to their ally.“ 
That is the true ground of their co-operation with the Nabob. He 
never had infringed his engagements to us; and therefore always 
deſerved our guarantee in the moſt liberal ſenſe ; and when it is 

aid, that we acted in his favour partly in that character, but prin- 
- cipally and univerſally as alhes ; if this fingle phraſe, extorted from 
this ſingle paper, can in anywiſe felicitate the Rajah's advocates, they 
are welcome to it. But let it be remembered, however, that all 
federal conditions of 1762 were ſo completely aboliſhed, in the opi- 
nions both of the Nabob and the Rajah, that the Company were not 
even mentioned in their treaty of 1771. They acted therefore not 
as guarantees, but as auxiliaries to the Nabob upon the On 
ground of alliance. | 

The opinions of all parties concurred-i in TOPS on this point; 


that the treaty of 1762 being annulled, the guarantee · character of 
„„ | E 1 
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45 G ceaſed. The Select Committee * of Madras 3 in Jane 
1773 reſolve, That the treaty of 1762 was W for the follow. 


ing reaſons, viz. 


„ HBecauſe the conduct of che Rajah, which obliged the Campany 
4 to take up arms againſt him, cancelled every Fame OO 


© 1n that treaty. 

** Becauſe this government promiſed, at the commencement of 
the expedition, not to interfere in any RESOCIAtIONS 1 07rd the 
Nabob and the Rajab f. | £ 
* Becauſe no mention is made of the treaty of 1762, 3 in the con- 


8 


* cluded between the Dona and the wa after the RY, of Tan- 


« jore.”. 
The Governor and Council of Madras deemed the treaty of 7 
abrogated; as fully appears in the tranſaction of the treaty between 
the Nabob and the Rajah in 1771; when the Preſideney of Ma- 
dras, founded on the neceſſity ariſing from the whole tenor of the 
Rajah's groſs miſconduct, urged that neceſſity to the Nabob; which 
made him inſiſt on the ceſſion of the fortreſs of Vellum, for the 
eſſential ſafety of himſelf, as well of the Company. It was accord- 


ingly ceded, with the diſtricts of Coiladdy and Elangad; though + 


theſe diſtricts atid that fortreſs, next in magnitude and conſequence 
to Tanjore itſelf, had been expreſsly included. in the guarantee of 
1762. Beſides, were not the circars and villages | of Trevanore 
which had alſo been included 1 in it, 1 _ als; to the Nabob in 
n | | | n 


. Joh Maxwell Stone, Eſq; was a Member of this Committee, which reſolyed, that the 
treaty of 1762 was null and void. The ſame Mr. Stone, who was afterwards one of the Mi- 
nority in Lord Pigot's Council, and one of the firenuous by dd of the mY I r NC 


founded on the full exiſting force of that treaty. 
+ Can words more clearly - expreſs, a the Company aQted 3 in the Wee of conilaris 6 to 


the Nabob, and not as guarantees? | 
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The Company confirmed the annihilation of the treaty of 1762, 
bo ſanctifying, with their approbation, . theſe meaſures of the Pre- 
n ; 

Thus we have ſeen a bite of Gute concur to a tha duty” 
of 1762. It was firſt broken through by the repeated perfidious 
conduct of the Rajah. It was again annulled by the new treaty of 
1769. It was reannulled by the treaty of 1771; and its expreſs pro- 
viſions were actually reſcinded by the ceſſion of the fortreſs of Vel- 

lum, and the diſtricts of Coiladdy ne Elangad, which: it had 1 8 
W ns: —S WAA : 

In this fatal error of the Director of 177 5 dle their orders 
on the ſuppoſed exiſtence of the treaty of 1762, we trace an igno- 
rance and negligence, which, though it exculpate them in ſome _mea- - 
ſure from intentional miſchief, was certainly very criminal in mat- 
ters of ſuch high concern. If they had at all conſidered and com- 

prehended the ſubject, they could not have ſet their names to ſuch 
2 be, e e of the treaties as we find in the 42d para- 
graph of their letter. Indeed we do not find that the treaty of 
177 was materially different from that of 1762, except in the 
* additional clauſe to furniſni troops to the Nabob, which was not in 
the former treaty, and the ceſſion certain ie, n were 
* chen forced ſrom the ene [+7 MO Stine fc 
- Now; with theſe very treaties before them, mark their 5 5 
ſentations; we would rather ſuppoſe from miſtake than'difingenuity. 
They infinuate, that the difference between the two treaties. is totally 
immaterial ; only in two points, which they would repreſent as mere 
trifles. Now the fact is, that thoſe two trivial Points are of infi- 
nitely the greateſt importance; conſtituting indeed an eſſential and | 
almoſt total difference. For in the treaty of 1762 there were on//. 
three engagements [thoſe relative to Accounts, balances, and bopds, 
Were fulfilled], VIZ. | * 
. 7885 EE J. bat - 
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1. That the tribute of four lacks of rupees ſhould be punctually 


paid.— 2. That the Nabob confirms to the Rajah the full and free 


poſſeſſion and enjoyment. of the diſtrits. of Coilgddy and Elangad.— 
3. That the diſtrict of Arne ſhall be poſſeſſed by Trimul Row.— 
Of theſe articles the firſt, only is retained in 1771, the other two are 
totally ſuperſeded by that treaty.,—Revyerſe then the DireQors para- 
graph, and the plain truth will run thus: © Indeed we do find that 


« the treaty of 1771 was ſ materially different from that of 1762, 


« that excepting the artiele of FAR: the treats: of £764 . Shere- 
« by annihilated. ow 


But the inattention (to call it by no harſher 2 of the Di- 
rectors of 1775 was not x, e to the import of treatics.. It t 
appears to have n hem into a milrepreſentation of facts; exen 


of facts ſtanding ot their records. For in contradiction to what 


aQually occurred, and was amply juſtified, as We have proved by 


neceſſity, VIZ. the diſpoſſeſſing, the. Rajah of his principal 0 wo 


diſtricts by the treaty of 1771, they, write as as follows: 8 


Paragraph 39-—Diredors Letter, 19th April 2276s + 4 bas 


1, 4; we body enters ee, 
« all his peiſhcuiſh, obtained an indemnification, for the charges of 
« the war, gained conſiderable preſents. for his children, and other 


« advantages; ſo had we alſo the ſatis faction to find, that affairs 


« were compromiſed by the contending parties without diſpoſſe/ing. 
* {i King, of gin 4 bis ani The Jane lever alte 
ie 


; 
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« was profeſſedly with a view, to the # Commis your 21 and. 
& poſſeſſions, and to retreating back within thoſe lips its Which 


« our Governgr and Council had I pad by attempting, to e 
40 the 1 55 of i the Nabob of the | Ca 
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furniſh ample juſtification of the proceedings againſt the Rajah. 
After expreſſing the ſirongeſt reſentment at his conduct, they ſay, 


their ſervapts ® to give the Nabob ſuch _ in his 


(4) 
h Paragraph "NNE n e : 
= We expreſſed our anxiety at ſeeing a ſyſtem adopted ſo re- 
TRE to our views, as was that- of ſupporting him in the 
« Myſorean'country. And fo juft was our reſentment againſt our 
Preſident and Council, that we not only ordered Mr. Bourchier 
« to quit the Government, but ſeverely reprimanded the Members 
« of our Council for dow No —_ 5 _—_ in the above tranſ- 


4 action.“ 


And on this B it is declared in Lord Pigot's PR para- 


1 graph 4th, * that the cenqueſt of Tanjore was contrary to their i 


„ repeated Orders and Inſtructions, which have uniformly and 
© expreſsly prohibited them (the Governor and Council) from 
< attempting to enlarge their own or the Nabob's dominions.. 
But this is palpable ſophiſtry. Tanjore was not comprehended 
in the purpoſes for which the Select Committee of 1769 was inſti- 
tated ; theſe appear, even from the above extracts of the Directors 
own letter, merely to have been the bringing back the Company 
and the Nabob within the limits which had been exceeded, by ſup- 
porting the Nizam and invading the Myforean country. For that 
meaſure it was that Governor Bourchier felt the Company's diſ- 


pleaſure; The cenſure therefore of the conqueſt of Tanjore has no 
foundation, as the letter miſrepreſents, in the eſtabliſhment or pur- 
poſe of that Select Committee. On the contrary, the Company's 


Etter and Inſtructions 17th March 1769 to this very Committee, 


It appears moſt unreaſonable to us, that the Rajah of Tanjore 


- < ſhould hold poſfeſfion of the moſt fruitful part of the country, 


« which alone can ſupply our armies with ſubſiſtence, and not con- 
« tribute to the defence of the Carnatic.” And they © enjoin” 


etenſions on 
q =_ 


' 68.9 


« the Rajah as. may be effeftual ;? ; and 4 fo: purſue ſuch * 5 
* as the Nabob may think conſiſtent with the juſtice and dignity of ; 
&« His government. Theſe Orders, though nnn WR 
wee do aver have never been countermandet. 5 
Thus the cenſure is eſtabliſhed, not againſt the conqueſt, bor hs 
Rajah of Tanjore; and by the very means that the Directors of 


1775 had adduced to ſupport their error, on their own ſhewing, as 
an advocate would ſay. This is a fortunate inſtance of ſelf-deteQted 


ſophiſtry. Seldom is een ſo artleſs as to arri is; an 
refutation. 
Nor is the 56th . of the * letter, of the DireQors to 

the Duan and Council of Madras, leſs inconſiſtent with the 
fact, or with their own reaſonings. It is conceived in theſe tarms. 
We cannot find that in 1773 you: were in. poſſeſſion of any fact 
„ whatever which could render it  neceflary to break the peace of 
« 1771: we therefore declare the laſt expedition. unjuſtiſiable and 
<« your conduct therein wholly inexcufable.” Let this extraordi · 
nary reprehenſion be compared with the hiſtory of that time; and the 
ſeries of ©. fats” and tranſgreſſions proved againſt the Rajah, Let 

it be compared. with their own words in the 67h paragraph of their 
orders to Lord Pigot: Where they recite ſome. of thoſe. facts”. to 
juſtify the power which they would eſtabliſh, in the Company oyer . 
Tanjore; a power little ſhort of abſolute ſovereignty: Where they 

_ enumerate his non- payment of tribute, his mortgaging . ſeveral. of 
his diſtricts to Europeans, repugnantly to the intereſts of the Come 
pany, &c. and therefore inſiſt on having a Company's garriſon, i in 
Tanjore © to counteract the views of any European or country 
«©. power who may attempt to form connexions or make eſtabliſu- 
ments in Tanjore to our prejudice. Were not theſe ſome of the 
« facts alleged by Mr. Wynch and the Council as reaſons: for enter - 


mn That the tribute was not paid ? That the Rajah had 
1 En mortgaged 


+) 

mortgaged ſeveral diſtricts to the French, Dutch, and Danes? That 
he had effected by every means he could uſe, purchaſing even with 
money, a firm alliance with our open enemy Hyder Ali? That the 
danger ariſing from the fymptoms he manifeſted of forming an 


union with the Marattis; and with European powers, rendered the 


reduction of Tanjore neceſſary in point of ſelf-preſer vation? Thus 


the Directors of 1775 have not only contradicted themſelves, but 


they have confirmed the 6pinions" of the Prefidency which they ſo 


pointedly cenſure. They deny the exiſtence of any „ fact“ againſt 


the Rajah, though they ſtate © facts,“ and argue on them; © facts 
the ſelf- ame that were advanced by the Governor and Council; 
and they Hud it neceſſary in conſequence to garriſon the Jon; 
and to take the command of the military force of weir innocent 
and anfuſperred. friend the Rajah! © 
But let us give the Directors of 1775 every Samet TIEN 
een on Yheir 64n" Vifionary ground. Let us for a moment ſuppoſe 
then, what they Tolemnly profeſs themſelves to be, guarantees of 
the treaty of 1762. We ſhall find their-comndrct equally inconſiſtent 
eren with their own ſolertifi profeſſions, and with the duties which. 
that imaginary character would impoſe. They declare their deter- 
mination (as guarantees) to do juſtice to 4 much injured Prince, 
and by re- inſtating Him in his dominions reſtore to the Company 
their publir faith which bad bren farfeited, and the honour of the 
— nation which ha been deeply aſfecteu. Theſe are fine 
founding words; bit had this, or any thing ſimilar to it, been really 
their object; had theſe plauſible ſentiments been truly founded; the 
buſineſs was plain and open before them: the taſk would have been 


mort and eaſy, to reſtore the Rajah to his dominions, to ſecure to 


the Nabob his tribute, and to guard againſt the commiſſion of injury 


po facure by Ser phrry, laſtead of fuck a lite of fcondudhSbicts. 


only could accord with their 5 what meaſutes did they. 
purſue ? 


(45 ) 


- purſue ? They will beſt Apen from the following hort wre 
from their Orders reſpecting the Rajah's 8 „ 


| 125 Faragragh 5th. rel] W 

«© And ibis reſolved to contribute as far as in wi "oh hn 

& the reſtoration of the King of Tanjore, 204ich by every tie of bo- 
mur we conceive burſelves bound to do we thereby: direct that 
« you take the mm6ſt effectual meaſures, Wwithonr loſs of time, for 
« ſecuring the perſon of the King of Tanjore, and that you forth- 
© with appoitit him a proper guard for his protection, and alſo for 
« the protection of his family, and fbr bim that we have deter= 
& men to repo n on the throne yp his — * T3091 2162 
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Paragraph 615. Sn Re * 


» be We fall in upon his admitting a ee of aur. 3 into 
&« Zhe fort Tanjore. Vou are likewife to fie upon having an 
4 Aſigument of revenues. made to the Company, ſufficient for the 
„ maintenance of the ſaid troops, and for phy ar, Se 
(0 en for. «.the defence. of the gaaniſonF 65 bref oh ant 
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: Paragraph 1173. * 8 +: e* 754% 2331772 © 179 
. That no treaty with foreign p powers en be concluded by the the 
« King of. Tanjore without our concurrence,” FF 
Puragrupb Ig tie 


No troops b except "thoſe of the Conners Gat be ber. 
« mitted to reſide within the city of Tanjore; and except alſd ſuch 
« native guards as may be neceſſary for ſupporting the dignity of his. 
« Majeſty's government, and the number of ſuch native guards 
«ſhall be fixed by our Governor and Council, and not exceeded or 
* augmented by the King of 8 on re account or jeg what- a 
« ever,” 


Suck: 
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Such are the Orders given by the Company in the character of 

guarantees to the treaty of 17621 Pretending to act under the au- 
thority of an office merely mediatorial, they aſſume high and impe- 
rial powers. On the ſpecious pretext, but in real perverſion of the 
character of guarantees, which could only entruſt to them the care 
of former ſtipulations, they dictate new terms, and impoſe new con- 
ditions. Melted with compaſſion for an unfortunate Prince, as they 
profeſs themſelves, they determine to redreſs his injuries by re- in- 


fſtating him in his dominions. Mark how their ſympathy works! 


They ſeize his kingdom to themſelves, fill his forts with their gar- 
riſons, and his country with their forces; keeping his Majgſy a 
ſtate · priſoner with not a ſemblance of royalty, excepting indeed a 
body- guard about his perſon, that ſerves only to remind him of his 
loſt dignity. Thus do they © ſupport che dignity of his Majeſty's 
government! and thus do they +a an $a Ions 
on the throne of his anceſtors !” 1 % | 
How will this tranſaction appear in the eyes of all Aſia i in addi 
tion to what they have already with aſtoniſhment beheld ! Fairly 
ſtated it ſands thus. The Company under a maſk of friendſhip to 
their faithful Ally, the Nabob of Arcot, prevailed on him to execute 
a treaty. with his tributary, and to grant to the Company the office 
of guarantee. The tributary violates the treaty. The Nabob, by - 
the advice and with the aſſiſtance of the Company, marches an 
army againſt him, and conquers his country. The Company then 
ſay, that an innocent Prince was deeply injured ;. that they con- 
ceive themſelves bound by every tie of honour to reſtore him; 
and in the end, they uſurp the ſovereignty to themſelves. . After 
ſuch conduct, under the cobweb veil of honour, juſtice, and com- 
W By the letter of the Company's Orders it may be underſtood , that their troops are confined 
to the eity of Tanjore ; but the fact is, that Lord Pigot and his Council have extended them 
over the whole country ; which proceeding has fince been confirmed by the Company. 1 


| paſſion 


„ 

paſſion, will any power in Aſia conſide in the Company? Can the 
Nabob of Arcot expect his remaining territories will be preſerved to- 
him ? Can even the Rajah of Tanjore feel without indignation and 
reſentment, this mockery of '* reſtoring him to the throne of his 
« anceſtors?” And if he be that innocent and injured Prince,” 
which the Directors of 1775 have declared him, will Hyder Ali 
quietly acquieſce to this violation of the treaty concluded with him 
in 1769? Will he, after inſiſting that his friend the Rajah ſhould 
be included as a party to be protected, paſſively behold thoſe very 
Directors difarming that innocent and injured Prince of his 


power, and exacting from him his revenues ? or may he not con- 


ſiſtently with their declaration, of his being an innocent and in- 
« jured Prince,” demand, nay enforce a reparation' under the ſanc- 
tion of that treaty ? The protection of which he cannot be ſaid to 
have forfeited, after he has been ſo authoritatively pronounced an 
* innocent and injured Prince.” Endleſs would it be to enumerate 
the dangers to the intereſt, and contradictions" in the conduct of the 
Company, even according to the favourite poſition of the Directors 
erin that thele” office of ee to . oF nadie oj a 


As we have, therefore, A'S diſproved we Ae of this ol Bt, 


tion, not only on every other ground of juſtice that the queſtion: 
ſuggeſted, but even on their own, may we not conclude this con- 
dre by retorting the words of the Directors of I775; That 

the public faith of the Company has indeed been forfeited, and* 

the honour of the Britiſh nation deeply affected? for on no prin- 
eiples of juſtice or equity can e their C Lord Pigot My" be: 
defended. 

We ſhall next examine 1 thoſe orders can warned on 
me on of political OF. Ry: 
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The principal lines of the ſubje& we truſt have been already ſuffi- 
.ciently traced, and the arguments deduced with ſufficient inference 
from the facts recited early in this paper, to prove the inſeparable con- 
nexion of intereſts between the Nabob and the Company; inſepa- 
rable, but with the ruin of both. Their proſperity has been perfectly 
and neceſſarily reciprocal. Without the aid of the Company the 
Nabob would have found it very difficult to have recovered his do- 
minions; without their alliance he would have found it as difficult 

to have maintained them. But on the other hand, his maintaining 
them in continued friendſhip with the Company is their beſt, if not 
only ſecurity. A light retroſpect of the origin of ur conteſts on 
the coaſt of Coromandel, in addition to what ** un Arad * 
ſerved, will evince this indiſputably.. .... , | 
We engaged in 1 140. as auxiliaries, in ſupport of the rights of 
Chunda Saheb. Hag thay wax terminated in the defeat of our ally, 
ve: ſhould” baye ſuffered in more than equal proportion. Our diſ- 
comfiture would not have been confined- to the coaſt. Thoſe who 
knew the enterprifing ſpirit of Mr. Dupleix, the extenſive ſchemes 
he had —_—_ and the abilities he poſlefiled Þ execute them, will 


they would bald — driven not only from Coromandel, but pro- 
bably gut of all India, But we conquered i in: alliance with the Na- 

bob, and eſtabliſhed both bim and ourſelves. Aﬀection, it is ſaid, 
1.2 2 cord; hut intereſt a, claſp of iron. We were united and 
rixetted by both, again} the French our common, enemy. The 
Nabob was confirmed ig the poſſeſſion of his dominions, of which, | 


as we aſſiſted him in the recovery, we were intruſted with the guar- 
dianſhip.. Ig fact, moſt of the power was ours; but as it was ex- 
erted in ſupport of the rights of the Nabob as well as of the intereſts 
of the Company, mutual confidence went hand 1 in hand with mutual 
1 | proſperity, 


F 


„„ 
3 Nor mould it in this place be omitted, i in juſtioe to the 


honour and wiſdom of the Company, that until the year 1775 they 


exerciſed their confidential powers as faithful See and pro- 
tectors of the rights of the Nabob. , _ 
The treaty. of Paris, as it confirmed the Nabob in ET ny in 
the Carnatic, ſo it reduced the French in India to the common level 
of merchants. Our Company roſe in an equal degree to the ſucceſs 


of our ally, and the reduction of our enemy; and with their i im- 


menſe acquiſitions in Bengal, and the five northern Cirears on the 
coaſt of Coromandel, had nothing to dread from European or 


country powers ſo lang as e connexion wah. hs Nabob of As 15 


ſubſiſted. 1 2 b * | 
Jo perpetuate this e 3 ani Prot, ha} as. ** 


in common prudence, as it was neceſſary for common ſafety. De- 


preſſed as the French power was in India, it would not have been 


difficult to eſtabliſh a permanent ſecurity againſt any danger from 


them. It was immediately in the power of the Nabob, and his 


Propenſity was ever ſufficiently manifeſted, to maintain a conſtant. 
and effectual check on their eneroachments. From this firm union 


with the Nabob, which gives the Company a balancing and con- 
trolling power over. all Indoſtan, alſo ariſes the pacific diſpoſition 
both of the Nizam and Hyder Ali: for the fate of the firſt depends 
on the ſafety of the Carnatic, and the latter dreads the event of our 
junction ain the Marattas *; an event indeed that wight ruin them 


both. | 


Such beg wks power 11266 1 of a . 7 their, D 


nat __ the! ir faithful Ally, it would: occur to an Sofas T 


* The Marattas are a very numerous people, eee wo aff the Matte J d ; not as a re. 
gular compact body, but being dextrous horſemen, and their principal ſlrength conſiſting in cavalry. 
their inroads are ſudden and dteadſul. The courage and. diſcipline of Europeans are their only 


terror: they therefore covet an alliance with the Company, but deſtitute of faith or honour * ; 


cannot be WM An union of intereſts to keep them out of the Carpatic is the wiſeſt policy. 
. H 8 e obſerver, 


— 
- 
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obſerver, that Political neceſſity required a continuance; a ficred care, 
of that connexion ſo effential to the general ſafety; unleſs ſome in- 
genious advocate can prove that felf-preſervation is an unneceſſary 
public object, and unleſs ſome new caſuiſtry can deſtroy the political 
obligation of fidelity to an ancient Ally. By ſuch ſtrange paradoxes 
only, and ſuch abſurdities, can the wild imagination be ſupported, 
that the Orders of 1775 were the reſult of political neceſſity. | 
On what other ground will it be attempted to defend theſe un- 
fortunate Orders of 1775 ? Juſtice has turned the ſcale againſt them. 
They have found no reſources in themſelves: inconſiſtency and ſelf- 
contradiction mark them throughout. They have been driven from 
the ſtrong ground of political neceſſity, that laſt reſort of lawleſs 
power. Will it be pretended that they can find any e. en or even 
eee from any moti ves of expediency or intereſt? _ 
Some conſiderations of policy, very important in their conſe- 
quence, which have been already touched upon, ought to have pre- 
ſeribed a conduct directly contrary. True policy purſues the moſt 
_ advantageous ends by the fafeſt means. Will it be neceffary to prove 
that public ſecurity is the moſt deſirable end to which the wiſdom 
of public bodies can be directed? Will it be neceſſary to prove that 
the ſureſt means to attain it are the ſupport of faithful allies, and 
the reduction of intriguing enemies ? Will it be neceffary to reca- 
poitulate to the reader the uninterrupted fidelity of the Nabob, and 
the uniform faichleſſneſs of the Rajah? Do not theſe axioms of 
common ſenſe infer deciſively againſt every pretence of expediency 
in favouring a foe and injuring a friend? Do they not denionſtrate. 
the wiſdom and expediency * Nabob in his juſt 
conqueſt of Tanjore? 
Beſides the many See of policy that have —. be to 
render the continuance of our union with the Nabob advifable; it 


r e ee that on it depends the 


preſervation 
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preſervation of the Company's commerce on the coaſt of Coroman- 
del. This very important cireumſtance alone ought to haye ce- | 
mented them for ever, if the Company were aware of their true, 
their beft intereſt. Commerce is the natural, the permanent intereſt 
of the Faſt India Company. It ought to be the principal, it were to 
wiſhed that it was the only, object of their purſuit, But theſe im- 
politic Orders endangered this primary and eſſential conſideration of 
the Company; as. well as all their poſſeſſions ; for ſurely it was 
more owing to the kindly diſpoſition of the Nabob, and his immove- 
able friendſhip for the Engliſh, than to the wiſdom or propriety of 
the Tanjore Orders, that the whole coal of Coromandel e 
thrown into ircetrievable confuſi adam 
Was it within the reach of human forckoke that fuch Ondeme were 
capable of execution? Could the moſt ſanguine mind conceive that 
a powerful Prince would paſlively ſubmit: to the diſmemberment of 
his dominions? His, by ſovereign right over a rebellious feudatory ; 
his, by the additional right of conqueſt, juſtified by aggravated injuries, 
and co- operated in by the very power ho no wreſt them from him! 
It was out of the common courſe of all politics and experience, that a 
prince ſo diſgraced, injured even to deſperation, ſhould be ſo devated 
to former friendſhip however confirmed, as to facrifice to it his juſt | 
reſentment. - Eſpecially when this inſult offered to his dignity was in 
direct contempt of the royal recognitions of his rights both in Europe 
and in, Aa, The treaty of Paris had ratified them, The phir- 
maund of Delhi had confirmed them, He had been congratulated 
by the King of Great-Bricain ; his Majeſty's letter to that effect had 
been read with every ſolemnity at the public Durbar ®, On this 
event his Highneſs alſo received. the public congratulations « of the 


 ® Though the name of Majeſty be too oſien uſed with indecent Fieedow 56 this covotey, with 
what amazement muſt. the Afiatics be ine at yh nts; + hy or 3 122 4 a meaſure 
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. „ 
Mogul; and the ſubordinate princes of the Empire. Might it not 
naturally have been dreaded, that the Nabob would have reſented 
and reſiſted this violation of his rights, in proportion to the public 


and illuſtrious manner in which they had been acknowledged and 


aſcertained? That its conſequences might have endangered the 
exiſtence of the Company, and deluged the Carnatic with blood ? 
But his amity to the Engliſh was not to be ſhaken. . He endured 
all this with peaceful reſi Une _ vt perſeveres i in ene to 
the Company. 

Can the expediency of thoſe orders be urged on any ground 2 
When Lord Pigot carried them out to Madras, was not the Carnatic 
in perfect tranquillity ? Had not the Dutch been compelled to re- 


linquiſh the diſtricts in Tanjore, which they had purchaſed from the 
Rajah ? Could thefe have been reclaimed but by the Nabob as feudat 


Lord ? Could the Rajah have done it? Could the Company have 
dared to countenance it under any other circumſtance T | 

The danger of thoſe impolitic Orders appears greater, if we con- 
fider the importance of the country thus taken from the Nabob. 
Tanjore is certainly among the moſt powerful ſtates in the Decan; 
in fertility the firſt. Its riches are of the moſt ufeful kind, grain 


and cattle. Its immediate vicinity to the Nabob and the Company, 


and its extenſive coaſt, with advantageous inlets for diſembarka- 


tions , render it peculiarly important both to the Company and the 
' Nabob; for there alone they are ener vulnerable by any 


European power. 
What ſort of policy was this, to g che general tranquillity 


of the coaſt, and the very. exiſtence of the Company, by wreſting 


ſuch a country from ſuch an ally? What miſchiefs may not be ap- 


prehended from mene a country ſo ſituated, ſo circumſtanced, to 


. The Frech hve fortreſs and port at Caracoll—the Dutch all at aue th 
Danes at 27 1 . 
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the ſway of a man ſo notoriouſly abandoned. to all ties of duty, | 
faith, and honour, ' as the Rajah of Tanjore? Are the dark 


ſchemes he formed with Monſieur Lally to ſeize on Tritchinopoly 
forgotten? Are his after-plottings with Hyder Ali, Iſoph Cawn, 
and other powers, dangerous and inimical to the Company, totally 
obliterated? Is he not at this inſtant, though ſcarcely ſeated * on 
the throne of his ancgſtors, engaged with Hyder in a deep intrigue 
with the Chevalier St. Aubin, a daring and wily adventurer, ſent out 
by Monſieur Sartine the French Miniſter ? 3 


Much induſtry has been uſed in the nie, ok e 
| Wo the Nabob. Not only his own character and diſpoſition have 


| been traduced; but his family have fhared the abuſe that has been 


maliciouſly invented, to form a fort of palliative expediency for the 
ſtrong meaſure of diſpoſſeſſing him of Tanjore. It has been alleged 


that by the acquiſition of that country he was grown too powerful; 
that his boundleſs ambition ſoared to independency, of which his | 

_ refuſal to admit the Company's garriſon into Tanjore is offered as 
proof; that he had a formidable army in perfect diſcipline, and 
magazines filled with warlike ſtores; that his ſecond ſon, who com- 
manded the army, was a young man of moſt daring and wicked diſ- 
Poſition, and of implacable | hatred to the Engliſh; and that the 
Rajah and his family, who were his priſoners at Tritehinopolys SON 


were to be murdered before any orders 'could arrive to ſave them. 
Theſe ridiculous tales confidently aſſerted made too much impreſſion 


on the minds of the Directors. Thirty years experience of the 
unſwerving fidelity and honour of the Nabob ought to have ſhielded 


| their approved, friend from ſuſpicions fo injurious. Or though the 


doldneſs of the aſſertions might excite their attention, yet it was 


ungenerous and unjuſt in the extreme at once to give them implicit 
credit. The Directors git have Prepared their inſtruQions with 


caution, 


1{ 5417 


caution, to be . as the truth of the circumſtances mould 
appear. But inſtead of adopting this equitable mode, the orders 
were poſitive and peremptory. In juſtice to the Company's records 
it muſt be allowed, that they do not furniſh another inftance of 
ſimilar Orders on a ſubject of ſuch magnitude. 4} 

© The injuſtice of theſe ſuſpicions, and impropriety therefore of 
the Orders founded on them, appear in an eminent point of view, 
not only from the Nabob's non-refiftance to their execution, as we 
have ſhewn, but from his conduct previous to their arrival; when 
He had every opportunity and every temptation to have provided 
effectually againſt them. For the weakneſs of our government was 
not to be concealed ; and Lord Pigot was eight months on his 
paſſage. Long therefore before he arrived in India, the ſubſtance 
of the Orders muſt have 'reached Madras. Had the Nabob been 
grown ſo formidably powerful, had his power been actuated by 
fuch boundleſs ambition aſpiring to independence, he would have 
eſtabliſhed himſelf effectually againſt us. He had ample time to 
put Tanjore into a ſtate of defence; he might have augmented even 
his formidable army; he might have joined the French, Dutch, 
and Hyder Ali. If the ſanguinary diſpoſition of himſelf and his 
fon had thirſted for the blood of Tulja- ji, Tulja-ji and all his family 
were in their power. A word would have decided their fate. But 
Lord Pigot on his arrival at Madras found the direct reverſe of theſe 
portentous miſchiefs. The Nabob's conduct on that memorable 
occafion to his priſoners, and to his alhes, was conſiſtent with the 
| whole tenour of his character. The Rajah and his family he treated 
with all poſſible clemency, with kindneſs, indulging to them « every 


enjoyment compatible with their ſituation; to the Company, in- 


ſtead of a haughty reſentful Prince at the head of armies formidably 
diſciplined, he reſigned himſelf with the humiliation of friendſhip 


unabated by i injuries. He implored mercy when he might have 
| demanded 


+. 95 
demanded juſtice. This aſſumer of independence humbled himſelf 
in the duſt before the ſervant of the Company ; entreating Lord 
Pigot to “ ſhew mercy to his old age and white hairs.” _ 

Then was the happy moment to repair the injuſtice, and prevent 
the miſchief of the Orders with which he was entruſted ; to have 
ſaved the Company from diſhonour, and the Nabob from diſgrace. 
| Even the pretended plea, of its being dangerous to annex Tanjore 
to his dominions from apprehenſions of his ambition and power, 
was totally obviated, by the liberal offers repeatedly made to Lord 
Pigot by that generous Prince. Take, ſaid he, the kingdom of 
Tanjore under your own protection garriſon the forts keep your 
army there — ſhare the revenues of the country leave me the 
poſſeſſion in name only, becauſe it preſerves my honour and 
character and if even my own army is deemed too large, it ſhall . 
5 be reduced as well as modelled as you may direct. ; 
It is equally to be lamented and wondered at, that terms of ſuch 
| ſignal advantage, fo demonſtrati ve of his affectionate confidence in | 
the Company, ſhould have been refuſed to a faithful friend and 
Ally; terms that would have ſecured the peace of the Carnatic, pre- | 
ſerved inviolate the faith of the Company to the Nabob, and eſta- 
bliſhed them the great controlling power over the whole coaſt of 
Coromandel. Theſe happy conſequences, poſſible even after Lord 
Pigot* s arrival, are too obvious to be controverted, and too bene- 
ficial to be depreciated. But what words can ſufficiently convey our | 
aſtoniſhment, when we behold theſe ſalutary and honourable pro- 
poſitions not only denied to the Nabob, but granted to a Maratta 
Prince, who had proſtituted every idea of faith and honour, and 


whoſe intereſt and views ſtood in diametrical oppoſition to the i in | 


tereſt and welfare of the Company? Advocates however have been 

found even for this meaſure, who ſupport it by a ſummary afſer- 

tion, that the politive and peremptory Orders of the Directors ad- 
OH mitted! ' 
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E 
mitted no alternative. Such dogmatical defence were a convenient 
mode of argument to preclude all enquiry, and to enſure a ſafe and 
filent eſcape for executive injuſtice! That the Orders were poſitive 
is too true, and muſt, with compunCQtion, be confeſſed" by thoſe who 
ſigned them. But the perſon who is entruſted with weighty. nego- 
ciations, as well as the authority which entruſts them, ſhould con- 
ſider his inſtructions to have a diſeretionary latitude. Such latitude 
ſhould be extended proportionately to the remoteneſs of the ſcene, 
and to the probable difficulty of receiving right intelligence “. 3 


then the Orders entruſted to Lord Pigot, took their peremptory tone 8 
from the fictitious ſtate of tlie Nabob's conduct, when his Lordſhip 


found that ſuch reports had no foundation in truth, ſhould they 


not have ceaſed to operate? or at leaſt, ſhould he not have ſuſpend- 
ed their execution, till the informed judgment of the Company, cor- 
rected by a perfect knowledge of facts could be obtained? Ought he 
not to have embraced ſuch obvious and eminent advantages for the 
Company, in the true /p:r:/ of a faithful ſervant, whoſe duty is to 
promote the proſperity of his employers, inſtead of endangering all 
their intereſts by unqualified adherence to the letter of miſtaken and 
unjuſtifiable Orders? | | 
We have obſerved, that their 3 is as to be juli | 
fied by the ſuppoſed ambition of the Nabob. Of this vague and ge- 
neral charge, the general tenor of his conduct has been ſufficiently | 
evinced to acquit him. Accuſation is caſter than proof. His ene- 
mies therefore have indulged themſelves in general aſſertion, rather 


than in particulariſing inſtances. We recollect but three which have 


been adduced to give colour to the charge againſt him of boundleſs 
ambition; his wiſhes 1 in 1765 to be made Subah of the N N his | | 


It has been affirmed from good 3 that before Lord Pigor: "m England, many of 
the Directors who ſubſcribed his orders, declared they per _—_ as . him a latitude | : 


355 act as circumſtances might * his artival. 


8 


wiſhes in 1767 to have the Duanoy of eMyvre; and his con of 5 


5 Tanjore i in 1773. 


The conqueſt of Tanjore has been amply Jnftified © on "Its own | 


merits, . Conſidered merely, as to the relative rights of the Nabob and 
the Rajah, it has been proved to have ariſen not from ambition, but 
from juſtice and neceſſary policy. As far as the Company..are in- 
volved in the conſideration, it has appeared that inſtead of aiming 
at independence on their power, he wiſhed only to aflociate his. own 


to theirs for the preſervation of the rights and ſafety of hath. He 


demonſtrated a diſpoſition to act with them, not about them; or if 
this reaſonable line were to be departed from, he conſented even to 


wave his rightful 3 in * ane # all their 


| wiſhes. 5 | ; 


Every proof, 8 we "tu of the TE: weh Jane | 


their inſtructions, even their filence from home, and the uniform 


co-operative meaſures of the Preſidency abroad, conſpired to on- 
vince him of the abſolute ſanction of the Company to the Congueſt 
of Tanjore. When their ſentiments aſſumed a different complexion, 
and Lord Pigot announced the change, his ſtill remained the ſame. 


. Even his dignity yielded to his friendſhip. Take, offered the 


good old Prince, the controlling power into your own hands, and ö 
ſhare my revenues; participation with my friends is my greateſt 
. pleaſure, but do not diſgrace me in the eyes of Aſia; ſave my cha- 
4 rafter as an independent Prince, which your own Sovereign has 
recogniſed; but above all, after an unlimited and uninterrupted "Ia 


attachment of near thirty years, imagine not ſuch injurious 
charges againſt me; my warmeſt wiſh has ever been, and ſhall 


ti always be, to cheriſh and perpetuate our friendſhip.” * thi = 


| ambition? © Ambition ſhould be made of ſterner ſtuff.“ uf 


"he, litweal offers, made” by. the Neth. ant flee hana. 
been Propoſed by a powerful and: ſovercign Prince, and till this un- 
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happy inſtance, never rejected by a wiſe and generous power. Po- 


licy cannot enough blame, humanity cannot ſufficiently lament, the 


refuſal of ſuch terms. We with to forget the manner of that refuſal. 
It is not our purpoſe to commemorate his Lordſhip's errors. Had thoſe 
propoſitions been accepted with the ſame generoſity with which they 
were made, credit might then indeed have been given to the enco- 


miums ſo liberally beſtowed on Lord Pigot, for the peculiar talents. 
«© ſuppoſed to diſtinguiſh him; the convullions which enſued, and 


the dangers yet to be dreaded, might then have been prevented ; and 
his Lordſhip's memory might have lived in the e praiſe of his 


N NYE and of his country. | 
Let us next examine their other inſtances. « He wiſhed to be 


t made Subah of the Decan.“ He did ſo. But when the Com- 


pany wiſhed the contrary, obſerve how this ambitious aſpirer ex- 
| e himſelf - | 


Paragraph of the Nabob's letter to the Court of Directors, dated 


January 76. f 
is true I was deſirous of extending my government, and your 
« . influence, over the whole Decan county, but as a little in peace and 


_ ſecurity i 18 to be preferred to uncertain and greater poſſeſſions i in- 
« volved in difficulties, and fo liable to troubles, agreeably to your | 


« friendly advice, T ſhall confine my views to peace and the Carnatic 


country, ſatisfied that I ſhall never want your protection.” 


The Company had at that time acquired poſſeſſions in the Decan, 


in magnitude nearly equal to Great Britain. The Company had 


recently acquired immenſe poſſeſſions in Bengal; ; the dark pages in 
the hiſtory of which might naturally inſpire ſuſpicion i in the Princes 
of India. Did the Nabob drop even a murmur at their poſſeſſing 
ſuch vaſt territories, or at their growing power in Indoſtan? Did he 
not pare r-4 Hh liſten to their RN, and feinem 1 71 50 with re- 

ry ſignation ? 
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ſignation? A deſire which ſhould. not have appeared very 8 5 


able, at leaſt to the Engliſh Eaſt India Company. Was his ready 


acquieſcence to the aggrandiſement of the Company, and to their } 


prohibition of his own, an inſtance of the Nabob's ambition??? 


His wiſh to have the Duanny of Myſore, is a charge Sr 
e The plan of conquering that country originated iwc 


with the Governor and Council of Madras. It was a meaſure cer- - 


25 tainly very improper; but of its impropriety, even in its commence- 
ment or progreſs, much leſs in any objects of ambition it Was to 
| attain, the Nabob had no ſhare; for he was allured into the part he 

took in that tranſaction, by the fallacious promiſes of the Fon vo 
nn calculated to make him inſtrumental to their purpoſes. 

Company ſufficiently en the Naeh in 12 6 Ae be . 


of their letter to the Preſidency : * 
Paragraph 8th of _— Company, J Letter to Madras, ata the 
th PettnlBir,- oboe 46 20 bags POR OR EO 


„ Tn your Letter to the Nabob, dated 16th July, 1767. you ay 
&« jt has been your intention, ever ſince 1761, I, to embrace the firſt 
«« favourable opportunity of ſecuring the ſeveral paſſes into the 
% Carnatic. That you had then a favourable opportunity, becauſe 


the Marattas had already ſtruck a terror into Hyder's forces; uf 


therefore you urged the Nabob to get this accompli iſhed. You af . 
„ wards promiſed him the government of the Myſore _— 
« Your field deputies pompouſly appointed him Phouſdar thereof; 


« and then you accuſe him of having an mmſatiable de fire of 2 


bis dominiont . He finds himſelf, by following your advice, re- 


1 duced, diſappointed, and almoſt VE: and TN” Jo blame 
0 him for want of temper.” 5 
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Thus the true hiſtory of the inſtances quoted to prove the ambi- 

tion of the Nabob, demonſtrates directly the contrary. And the 
very tranſactions alluded to; appear | to have in eee 
conviction: to the Company. 

How idle, therefore, are all ab 1 of 3 PERS the 
| N power of the Nabob, fabricated on this ſuppoſed baſis of 
his ambition? It appears, that his poſſeſſion of Tanjore might not 
only have been a ſafe, but a moſt beneficial event to the Company, 
had their wiſe ſyſtem continued, and cheir influence been properly 
exerted for their mutual advantage. Acquired to him with their 
aſſiſtance, confirmed to him as rightful part of his dominions, and 
garriſoned and defended by the Company, it would have formed 
- ſuch an united power as might defy the efforts of any enemy, The 
Company would have poſſeſſed, at leaſt, an equal ſhare of the real 
and ſubſtantial influence. The Nabob could not complain; for the 
willing mind ſuſtains no injury: and he had been willing +, would 
always be ſo, to cement his conjunction with the Company; ſatisfied 
in his eſtabliſhed ſecurity, and in the preſervation of his honour. : 
_ Governor Wynch, and his Council, ſeem to have been guilty of a . 
capital omiſſion, in not having ſtipulated on the conqueſt of the 
country, that the Company's troops ſhould garriſon Tanjore. But 

a ftipulation to that effect having been neglected, it became a point 
of ſome delicacy, on the part of the Company, afterwards to re- 
quire it. They were bound by every tie of juftice and honour, of 
friendſhip and gratitude, to hold ſacred the Nabob's righis and poſ- 
ſeffions.. And though it appears that he had not objected to the 
meaſure alluded to, yet the requifition of it after its total omiſſion 
in the terms on which the conqueſt was made, might ſeem to dero- 

gate from, and derange the agreement which had been formally 


| 4 Governor Dopree's friends aſſert, That if Tanjore had been conquered in the firſt expedi- 7 
tion, o — ao: L 


concluded. 


Q « ) 


concluded; But i its great importance to the — . 1 
to have indueed them to repreſent it; ee ee ee raue peel 1 


point of view, it became a neceſſary policy to the Compa 


though the unalterable attachment of Mahomed Ali leaves * no 


doubt of every ſafety during his liſe, and would induce him to take 


every precaution for its continuance through his ſucceſſors, yet com- 

mon prudence might have ſuggeſted the political neceffity of guard» 15 
ing, as far as it were poſſible, againſt future events, which muſt be 

governed by future diſpoſitions and contingencies. It would not 


however have been very difficult to have e the r 
omiſſion we have mentioned. 

In this ſituation the Directors might have decided forty and: 
concluſively, and in a manner that muſt have been atisfaQory to 
the Nabob, by declaring in their Orders, that as their object in 
aſſiſting him to conquer Tanjore, had been to ſecure his rights and 


to preſerve their own, they expected for thoſe purpoſes: that Tanjore 


ſhould be garfiſoned by their troops, as Vellum and other capital 


fortreſſes had been at his own defire : that he would admit the 


neceſſity of the meaſure from experience; for he muſt well remem- 
ber the danger of Tritchinopoly, which would have fallen into- 


other hands, if the troops of the Company had not been within its 


walls: that if Tanjore were only defended by the Nabob's Sepoys, 


a ſudden attack upon it by the European powers and other enemies: 


might loſe that country to the Nabob, and involve in conſequence 
both him and the Company in heavy misfortunes: that Lord Pigot 


therefore was commiſſioned to declare theſe: their explicit expeCta- 


tions to his Highneſs; expectations calculated folely on the ground 
of mutual ſecurity and advantage to him and the Company, which  - 


they were confident he could not in his wiſdom, and would not in? 


his friendſhip, diſappoint. ' Nor n ppc n woes 6 5 


; in A conhdence fo- well founded. 
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Orders ſuch as theſe ale have preſerved our faith to the 


Nabob, our intereſt in the Carnatic, and the public tranquillity. 


That he would cheerfully have agreed to them is evident, not only 
from his former expreſs conſent, and his conſtant unlimited confi- 
dence in us, but from his late propoſals to Lord Pigot, ſtill more 
confidential and beneficial to the Company. The ſuggeſted dangers, 
therefore, from his increaſe of power by the nen of Wee. 4 


are as viſionary as his pretended ambition. 


n ſovereign rights of the Nabob have alſo been drawn into 
diſpute, and their exiſtence denied, on the moſt fallacious and 
ungenerous ground imaginable. It is pretended that the Company 


have the juſt power to direct and arrange all the affairs of the | 


Carnatic, and conſequently that the Nabob of Arcot | 1s entirely 
under their control; becauſe he owes his poſſcfiions, as is invi- 


diouſiy ſtated, to their ſupport, and his preſent. and future exiſtence 
to their protection. | Nothing can be more unfair than this mode of 


argument, which would per vert the aſſiſtance of an Ally into the 
right of a Conqueror. But is it not obvious that the inference may 


be retorted againſt the Company ? For it may at leaſt as truly be 


aſſerted, that they owe their poſſeſſions to the ſupport of the Nabob, 


and their preſent and future exiſtence on the coaſt to his Protection ; 


and alliance. Shall it therefore be argued or admitted that the 


Company ought to be entirely under his control, and that he n 


direct and arrange all their concerns 7 


ber who ought to be ben . in the affairs. of f India, Fri 


FE. 


a theſe doubts of the Nabob's ſovereign rights. And the 


Directors of 1775, by their late mandates, ſeem to have given them 


ſanction, by taking the Rajah of Tanjore under their protection. 


It is hoped, however, that the public will not ſuffer themſclves, to 


be ſo far miſled as to adopt them from any authority however 
ſpecious, 


—— —¾ — 
— — 
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ſpecious, in roll to the real ſtate of hel: reſpe@ive rights nd 


pretenſions, which we truſt has been fully aſcertained. 


In the diſcuſſion of this very i important part of our ſubjed, the | 


* 

1 
£ * . 
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diſpolſeiog the Nabob of Tanjore, we have been led into greater 
length than was propoſed, by the variety of defence which has been 
fabricated (for fiction is ever fertile) in ſupport of that extraordi- 


nary meaſures.” Having encountered it through all its v 8 
and inventions, from its treaties that do not exiſt, and ĩts guaran- 
tees that do not bind, to all its motives; of juſtice which would 


violate rights, and of policy ruinous to its own power; having 


fifted all its pretences to fact and ſemblances of argument, we 


appeal to the impartial judgment of every reader, whether we are 
not warranted in pronuncINg: it a n enge Mia on 


any ground whatever. 
Before we go on to conſider the made of reQifying this extra- 


ordinary error, we muſt be aware of its whole extent. For it will 


* 


- 
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ent 


be found that the Company have proceeded ſo far to ratify it, that 


no common means can avail to avert the impending miſchief. It 
has been ſeen that the terms offered and preſſed by the Nabob to 
Lord Pigot would have been moſt honourable” and advantageous to 


the Company. It has alſo appeared that they were rejected. But 


not that only. The Company have not been content with negative 
error, in refuſing the immenſe” benefits proffered to them by the 

full and fafe hand of friendſhip, nor with a” temporary miſtake 

which had opprelled a faithful Ally; but have ſince poſitively rati- 


_ fied all their injuſtice againſt him, and their folly againſt them- 


_ ſelves, by confirming their decree to diſpoſſeſs him of an, and 


F148 2 1 


ee. congratulating the Rajah on his reſtoration. 


Buy this final ſanction to their proceedings, the Directors have 


made themſelves deeply reſponſible to their conſtituents, and to the 
nation. ee have relinquiſhed a * which it © HUGO ap- 


ears 


8 


(64) ) 
pears they might have urged : with truth to palliats their * Or- 


ders; —ignorance and miſtake; for they muſt confeſs they had now 


every light before them. They had the Nabob's ſolemn appeal to 


themſelves for juſtice. They knew that his appeal to the King and : 


Patliament for juſtice and protection as an Ally of Great Britain, 
muſt be diſeuſſed and determined. They ſaw a great revolution 
fected in their Preſidency of Madras; the majority of their Coun- 
il compelled to take the reins from the raſh hand of the Governor; 

ae Governor a priſdner; the Carnatit a chaos, inviting the French, 


tze Marattas, and Hyder Ali, to avail themſelves of the confuſion, 


and. to-partake the triumph of their reſtored friend. This was the 
opportunity of circumſtances, in which the Directors thought pro- 
per to drive the Nabob of Arcot almoſt to deſpair, by the conſum- 
mation of his oppreſſions; and to precipitate, in couſequence, the 
numberleſs dangers chat hang over them in India. To this they 
choſe to add a ſtriking inſtance of duty as ſubjects, and reſpect to 
ſoyereign authority, by thus pronouneing final ſentence on a na- 
tional Ally, while his _— to the King and Parliament was on” 
. 

In whatever nabe we view this . from 3 its 
principle to-its deliberate concluſion, it is evidently big with danger; 
and now from this final ſtep of the DireQors, with certain miſchief 


tio the Eaſt India Company. For it has expoſed to immediate 


hazard, not only the comr:0n and general intereſts obviouſly inci- 


dent to all public bodies, by eſtabliſhing an enemy on the ruins of a 


faithful-friend, but it deftroys what-ought to -be their deareſt as 
it is their moſt eſſential conſideration, their public. faith. Is private 
credit ſacred ? Certainly and neceſſarily ſo, On the ſame principle, 


but ly. larger ſcale, ought. public faith to be preſerved in- 
violate. It is the beſt ſecurity of nations. By alliance they grow 


Rong and n and by a ſacred ae e honour, they 
bade 
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have a conſtant bine id te confidential fup p port of their allies. It 
is to be' feared; that the Eaft India Company have forfeited all pre- = 
tenſion to public faith and honour 1 in the late tranſactions of Tarjore, 2 4 | 
and by 1 the pretences they aſſume to Juſtify them. The uſurpation | l 
of the guarantee of 1762 enhances the guilt of their-faithleſs con. | 1 
dutt; for it confeſſes them ſo conſcious of the ſacred obligation of I | 
treaties being. the only poſlible, juſtification, of their extraordinary | | 
proceedings, that they feel the neceſſity of pretending ſome ſuch 85 
ſanction in their defence. But by ſuch a ſubterfuge they: muſt not ex — | 
pect to eſcape. Any plea were better than this hypocriſy ; : which ac- Is I | 
knowledges a ſenſe of the principle, and is therefore confeſſedly. and EE | | 
doubly guilty in its perverſion. 2 ee e | 
On this important ground of public {45 4; 04 Eaſt India Company | | 
are ſituated with peculiar delicacy, which we wall endeayour to elu- | 

cidate in a, point of view hitherto unobſerved, ,. Our governments in 5 | 

India From their firſt eſtabliſhment, were veſted, with every power 2 
that the Company itſelf could exerciſe ; and all their acts were equal. | wi | | 

: 


ly binding. This ſyſtem has been invariably underſtood and expe=  * - 
rienced by the powers, and people in India for near a century; and 5 
; - the neceſſity is apparent when we conſider the vaſt diſtance, which 
makes communication next to impoſſible for any purpoſes of public 5 
bulineſs. Were the Preſidencies in India only able to uſe the Com- 
| 


pany's ſeal conditionally, for the, vaſt ſums they are obliged. to bor- 1 
row on public emergencies, they muſt remain unprovided for, how- | 
ever critical, or urgent. But the Company have ever held them- | | 
ſelves bound, not only. in pecuniary, tranſactions, which are the 
| ſinew of all others, but i in all treaties and public engagements, from | 
the ſame political neceſſity, .which muſt delegate to ſuch diſtant exe- | N 
ceution the diſcretionary power both of the purſe and the ſword. 
Not one of the revolutions in Bengal originated, though they were 
all confirmed, in England. Princes were flain, and thrones diſtribut- 
5 5 ed; 


EW) 
ed; countries were ſubdued, and empire acquired; meaſures of 
moſt momentous. conſequence were planned and executed in India, 
without the knowledge of the Company at home; ſome even con- 
trary to their prevailing ſentiments. Had the Directors in any of - 
thoſe capital inſtances the temerity to change in Leadenhall-ftreet the 
ſyſtems adopted in Aſia? Did they ever ſhake the foundation of the 

public faith of the Company by diſavowing or diſhonouring the 
folemn acts of their governments abroad? If in any inſtance ſuch 
conduct could be juſtified, it would have been i in 1769; ; when Hyder 
Ali, at the gates of Madras, forced that government to accept terms 
diſgraceful to the Engliſh name. But even then, the Company 
would not create a precedent ſo ruinous to their honour, credit, and 
future ſecurity. On the contrary, they felt themſelves obliged; how- 
ever reluctantly, to conform to the conduct of the Preſidency, and to 
ſuſpend for a time, as they expreſs it, their Orders againſt the Rajah 
of Tanjore, © becauſe they are by your conduct [viz. of the Gover- 
<« nor and Council] rendered utterly impoſſible to be carried into 
« execution, without committing 4 breach of the treaty you have 
% [ately concluded. It had been happy if ſentiments equally. wiſe 
had fince prevailed, to produce a conduct equally honourable. 
It is however now too evident that the Company's honour and 
credit cannot be retrieved by the Directors: it is only to be effected 
by the interpoſition of the ſtate. They have rendered their govern- 
ments abroad totally contemptible by a reverſal of their ſolemn and 
authoriſed engagements. No power in India can truſt them; not 
even his mock-· majeſty of Tanjore, whoſe feelings. under their rod 
of iron are poorly requited by the ſtraw · ſceptre they have given 
him for his amuſement. His own injuries will feel little allevia- 
tion from the reflection that he and ha e friends =. 


E [© Gumus Levers Nate, dite ne. | Tg | 
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te lat; geen to this Nabebi de h be 0 de oor. 
ſolation in the imagination of à Kingdom that has been arbitrarily 


_ wreſted from another, ſhewn to him af a diffance, but actually poſ- 
ſeſſed by his faithful guarantees of almoſt twenty years landing?” 
The Nabob has now made his appeal to the King and Pärkiament, 


and there can be no doubt that the juſt complaints of à faithful Al 


will obtain as ſpeedy a national enquiry as public affairs will permit; 
and that his injuries will meet with awple and due redreſs. In the 


mean time if a few concluding ſentiments, founded on ſome erpe- 


rience, can be of any uſe to point the way, the time that offers them 


will not have been miſ-ſpent, nor the privilege abuſed, which exery 45 


man in this kingdom enjoys, of decently delivering his opinion. - 


The Eaſt India Company are a chartered body of merchants, f 
united, as their appellation expreſsly imports, merely for the pur- 


| poſes of trade. The powers therefore with which they are inveſted, 
are limited: to the protection of tbeir property and commerce. If 


they tranſgreſs this line, and attempt, as principals, to controul ſo- 5 | 


vereign Princes, they aſſume a, lawleſs power. That they mays and 
that they muſt, form alliances with friendly powers is certain; but 


it is equally clear, that they have no right to.inveſt themſelves with 
ſovereign authority. In their true and juſtified character, as auxi- 


| liaries to the Nabob, the Company's forces aſſiſted him to ſubdue . 
Bis rebellious tributary the Rajab of Tanjore. They were con- 
firmed in the propriety of this affiſtance to their Ally, by their con. 


viddion of the rectitude of the meaſure, and of its neceſſity to the 
common ſafety. On the conqueſt of the Rajah's country, the Na- 


bob punctually performed all his conditions. He defrayed all the 


charges incurred by the Company; he remunerated their army 


liberally; nne or 
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funk this fair Fa TER * of the bang, illuſtrated by 
3 conſiderations, that have been ſo. amply. demonſtrated, of 
the eſſential connexion between the Nabob and the Company, ſurely 
it will not be difficult to deduce the equally juſt and political in- 
ferences which ought to govern our conduct. It is conceived, with 


all humility, and deference to high authority, that the; honour of the 


nation ought to be fully vindicated, on the merits, of the caſe; and 
that the great public benefits which the Nabob j is deſirous to concede, 
ought to be ſecured to this country. And i it is ſubmitted, that both | 
theſe great objects may R attained 2. ee the following 


N points. yo RE IR SAAB 77 we MEETS Foo MD, lf 5 5g RI 8 6 Borg et AAS 3% ; «0 2 43 * 


That the aid given to the Nabob by "he government of Madras, 


at his own requeſt, was proper, and conſiſtent with the ancient | 


friendſhip ſubſiſting between him and the Company. 

That it was prudent and juſt in the Governor and Council to give 
ſuch aid to the Nabob as auxiliaries ; as the Company 8 chartered 
authority did not warrant them to ſupport reg in the "conqueſt of 
7 anjore under any other character. 

That the Directors, in annulling thoſe ſolemn Conditions bien 
had been acted upon and completely fulfilled between the Preſi dency 


„* 


and the Nabob, had infringed the public faith, and hazarded the 


future ſecurity of the Company : becauſe their governments had, and 
ever ought to have, the unconditional power of making treaties and 
engagements for the advancement of their commerce, and of bor- 
rowing money under the Company's "feat; and becauſe, in full 


confidence that the acts of the Governor and Council were the acts 
of the Company, the Indians have made treaties and engagements 


with them, and have entruſted them with immenſe ſutis of money. 
That the country of Tanjors be teſtored to the Nabob of Arcot, 

and every condition performed according to the ſtipulations between 

him and the Preſideney of Madras. e 


$f 


That 


That FIT "os N abob of 4 in d to 3 friendly terms 
e between him and the Governor and Council, of his .own 
free will and motion has made and urged certain very advantageous | 
offers to the Eaſt India Company, and at the ſame time earneſtly | 
defires, that the legiſlature, of Great Britain may be the protectors 
and guardians of his dominions; that it be therefore agreed, for 
the general ſafety, that the Company ſhall garriſon the Principal 

forts in Tanjore, and keep up ſuch a force as the Nabob may deem 
competent to the defence of that kingdom: and that after the, moſt 
exact ſtatement of the annual expence ſhall have been aſcertained, , 
and approved by the Nabob and Governor and Council, funds ade- 
| quate to that charge ſhall be ſacredly appropriated... 33 

That as the Nabob of Arcot has generouſly propoſed to moke. a 
vera proviſion for the late Rajah of Tanjore and his family, the 
Preſidency are to inform his Highneſs, that this prompt and bene 
volent intention, ſo conſiſtent with his Highneſs' s known diſpoſi 
tion, meets their entire approbation: and that the Company ſhall 
join him in being the common protectors of the Rajab, ſo long as 
his faithful adherence to n common intereſts ſhall merit ſuch 
8 protection. Alckt — 1 e ee . 7% 155156 en. — 
Ilhhat in order to e _ phe injuſtice. and a.” the 
Eaſt India e ſhall be made amenable to the legiflature for 
duct in themſelves or their ſervants; that the Nahob, 
ene ver he hy himſelf. Wee or in, CET: of be- 


„ 


Fo tals that his ny to 6. 1 and Parliament ſhall Aare i 
meet with that juſtice and due attention, which Great Britain, AO; 
fails to give to her friends and allies... '. + 4 


pe 
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_ 1s Thav/it-i8 not doubted, that the Nabob's friendly attachment, to | 
| the Company and the Britiſh Nation will continue to be manifeſted, 
in all inſtances where their commerce and intereſt may claim ſupport | 
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ben they conſider his comparative "ſituation, To what can their 


1 


or indulgenee; and that he will ever remember, from his paſt expe- 
rience, that himſelf, his family, and his dominions, can have but 
one protector, the Britiſh nation; that it is therefore expected he 
will enter into no treaty with any European power, without the 
aſſent of the King of Great Britain; nor, with regard to Indian 
powers, into any treaties 1 to the intereſt we * rege Re 
os. | Eng] 
This is humbly ſubmitted as the outline of a ban act to 
reconcile and unite for the public welfare all the great public ideas 
which this ſubje& involves. Juſtice, which had nearly deſerted all 


© dur Aſiatic concerns, will again preſide over them: Policy will 
| reſume her place in their direction, and concur with her beſt 


hand-maid Honeſty, in reftoring to his rights a faithful Ally. The 
Faſt India Company will gratefully feel the ſaving interpoſition of 
the legiſlature, in the dangers they ſhall have eſcaped, and the grow- 


sz proſperity that will be ſecured to them. The legiflatore will 
- interpoſe its ſupreme authority with equal dignity and effect, to 


retrieve the faith of the Company and the honour of the nation; and 


10 eſtablifh on folid ground chat great ſyſtem of commeree, at all 
times fo beneficial, and in the preſent crifis of public affairs, and 


ſtrain of public credit, fo eſſential to this country. Our gracious 
Sovereign will rejoice in an opportunity ſo congenial to his diſpoſi- 
tion, of ſecuring to his kingdoms ſuch ſolid and permanent advan- 
tage, and of reſcuing from diſgrace and ruin an "ancient n wy 
means equally juſt, wife, and honour able... 

No objection of difficulty in the execution, or of © erally in the : 


_ conſequence, can be maintained againſt theſe propoſitions. On the 


contrary, they will be found moſt eaſily and happily practicable; 
happy even to the Rajah. And thoſe whom a miſtaken pity might 
induce to commiſerate him, will admit them even on that ground, 


pix 
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pity have been iretted ? To his loſs of 8 ? To his fall from $775 


power, or his ſequeſtered revenues? Or to the perſonal danger which 
he and his family are expoſed to by this reverſe of circumſtances ? 


In conſidering the diſtreſſes of this Prince, it muſt; be obſerved, 


that they reſult not from misfortune, but from his own miſconduct; 


and pity is unjuſtly beſtowed on miſconduct that will not amend. . 


Allowing, however, every ſeope to miſplaced compaſſion, the ob- 
jects of it will be better attained by changing the preſent ſcene in te 


manner we have propoſed. Can his dignity be more debaſed, can 


his power be more reduced, than in his preſent diſgraced and diſ- 
armed fituation ? Scarcely- in the nominal poſſeſſion of Tanjore, the 
company have mocked him with the ſhadow of reſtoration, but res 4 
tain to themſelves the ſubſtantial power of the country. Of his re- 


venues the collection 18 permitted to him; but its firſt- fruits are 


appropriated to the Company's troops which garriſon the forts, and 
poſſeſs the country a charge ſettled” on the pus. eſtabliſhment at 6, 


400, ooo pagodas a year. 


2 be ſaid, that he packs 3 of i 1 reve- 1 : 
But a Prince fo completely ſubject to the control of "the 
IE cannot poſſeſs that power in reality. The preſent fyſ- 
tem is too myſterious to determine with certainty what is the ulti- 
mate intention; an eye, however, not over-ſuſpicious, may deſerx 
that the Company have in contemplation a further appropriation. of _ 


thoſe revenues, and finally the total poſſeſſion. of his dominions. If 
indeed he were allowed the entire diſpoſal of the ſurplus revenue, 


| there can be no doubt that he would apply it to brighten up 


his former alliances with his old friends the French, the Ma- 


rattas, and Hyder Ali. But this danger need not be appre- 
hended; the Company's ſervants, in their active attention to 


he good of their Employers, would take ſuch inſtruments of miſchief 
out of his hands, by making an equitable dividend among-them- 


| 
XF 
| 
| 


E 


„ | 
ſelves of his bankrupt fortunes. Deprived thus of his army and 
his treaſury, with not a reſource to ranſom nor a ſword to protect 
him, he muſt” feel his hapleſs fituation with very ſerious alarm; 
and it cannot be wondered at, if a Prince ſo circumftanced ſhould 
tremble even for the ſafety of himſelf and his family. Nor at beſt, 


if che preſent ſyſtem be not reverſed, can he be ſecure that other 


Directors with equal authority and equal juſtice may not 8 him 
even of the poor pageantry his friends of 1775 had left him. 

How infinitely more happy, ſafe, and honourable, will be =D | 
Rajah's ſituation on the adoption of the propoſed plan? The Nabob 


” 6ffers to aſſign to bim and his heirs in perpetuity, certain valuable 


diſtri, whoſe revenues ſhall yield to him and his family a liberal 
income. For the ſecurity of ſuch poſſeſſions, the faith of Mahomed 
Ali, and his ſucceſſors, ſhall be plighted; and the I 10 81 
be e a under the protection of Great Britain. | 

This happy change may be effected with the n facility,” The 
power, as we have obſerved, is entirely in the company; the forts. 
and country filled with their arms; and the wiſdom of the Legiſlature 
has only to give ſanction to a juſt and ſalutary meaſure, which might 
be carried into execution W the OY _ Ry a —_ 
foldier. | ee | 

We are conſeious of the ee of the ih we ni 8 
to propoſe. It is ſubmitted only as an outline of this great ſubject, 
to receive perfection from the wiſdom of the Legiſlature. This hum- 
ble ſketch however is offered to the public eye with a confidence, 
founded on the authenticity of its materials; they are facts, collected 
from the records of the Eaſt India Company. 41 

But however authentic the facts which have been quoted, 1 | 
obvious the inferences they have ſuggeſted, it were vain to hope that 
they ſhould eſcape cavil and objection. In all controverſial ſubjects, 
4 2 where ſuch dextrous TIO has been uſed, as we 

| have 


(73) 


have obſerved in ſome late publications, jumbling together 1 
and things, and mixing calumny with ſophiſtry, writers are gene- 
rally poſſeſſed of a convenient inattention to the facts and arguments 


of their opponents. Nor can it be expected that they ſhould ſpare 
any attention to. either, when they nnd their friends ſtand in ſo 


much need of ſelf- ſupport. : Tf 


Their arguments are ſupported by ſalf-references; hit their facts 


are proved by garbled Appendixes. So much we fear may i juſtly 
be ſaid of ſome writers of controverſy ; of whom, however, we-pro- 


feſs ourſelves none. We have inveſtigated this ſubject, and all its 


merits, only as the public good has been involved in the conſidera- | " a, 


tion. Nothing perſonal has been admitted, except where it are 


affected the general queſtion. _ : FR 


Various were the lines of enquiry neceſſary to be traced in a ſub- 
ject ſo important. We have endeavoured to mark the principal, as 
they flowed from the three capital points which were laid down early 

in this paper; and to follow them as they lead, in their true and 
natural directions of ſtrict juſtice and ſound policy. If in gur ſallei- 


tude to inveſtigate the whole truth, too minute an attention may 


ſeem to have been beſtowed on ſome inferior topics, it is hoped, 
that the reader will have found proportionate ſatisfaction from the 
fulneſs of inference it has produced, and which radiates from every 
point of the ſubject to the ſame center, the extraordinary grievances 
of the Nabob of Arcot, and the neceſſity of their ſpeedy redrels. 

Happily for the Nabob, happily for the Eaſt-India Company, 


whoſe intereſt is inſeparable from his, happily for this kingdom 


which is eſſentially concerned in his cauſe, the Legiſlature are called 


upon to examine this great queſtion as public juſtice and public 


honour ſhall require, in vindication of an injured Ally of Great 


Britain. And their wiſdom is appealed to, to decide, as public policy 


Hall ſuggeſt, on the 1 propoſitions of a powerful Prince, who + 


.L | „ offers 


e hiv 


an aggrieved and ſuppliant Prince; to correct the ignorance and 


© their honour and their true intereſts, by eſtabliſhing and perpetuat- 


the Nabob of the Carnatic. 
* 5 * : * * 2 
3 4 
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THE END. | 
* | 
z 
6 FE 66 ; 

E [ 

5 1 Wn 


$1 F945 ) 


offers to place himſelf and his countries under their protection. 
Here riſes to the public view an eminent ſituation indeed for the 
ſovereign authority of the ſtate to interpoſe its power and its juſtice ; 
to preſerve the faith of the nation by reſtoring to his ſovereign rights 


reſtrain the injuſtice of a partial body of the people; and to retrieve | 


ing a wile. and perfect union between the Eaſt-India Company and 


